
A

T

© 2015
New Hampshire Fish and Game 

Department

Glenn Normandeau
Executive Director

Wildlines
John Kanter, Nongame and 
Endangered Wildlife Program 

Coordinator
Allison Keating, Writer-Editor
Victor Young, Graphic Design
Becky Johnson, Copy Editor
Cheryl Talon, Data Manager

©
 C

H
R

IS
 M

A
R

TI
N

603-271-2461
WildNH.com

New Hampshire Fish and Game’s quarterly newsletter of the Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program

Wildlines is funded in part 
through the sale of 

Conservation License Plates.
mooseplate.com 

Weigh in on the Wildlife Action Plan
As New Hampshire’s Wildlife Action plan is updated this 
year, Fish and Game is reaching out to a broad range of 
individuals and organizations to get their input on actions 
we all should take to safeguard wildlife and habitats. 
Biologists are working directly with other state agencies, 
conservation organizations and other stakeholders who use 
the plan. The general public will be able to share their ideas 
through an online survey in May.

“The current Wildlife Action Plan has made a real dif-
ference for wildlife and habitats in New Hampshire,” said 
Fish and Game Biologist Emily Preston. “As we look ahead 
to the next ten years, we want to hear from the public on 
how we can provide an even more user-friendly, inclusive 
guide to conservation strategies for every community across 
the state.”

New Hampshire’s Wildlife Action Plan identifies the 
state’s Species of Greatest Conservation Need, outlines 
threats to wildlife and their habitats, and describes con-
servation strategies to address these threats. It is due for a 
complete update by September 30, 2015. The new plan 
will guide conservation of nongame and endangered wild-
life in New Hampshire from 2016-2026. Learn more at 
wildnh.com/nongame.

Think spring! The monarch butterfly is one of the newly 
added Species of Greatest Conservation Need in the ongoing 
update of the NH Wildlife Action Plan. Experts have come 
together to evaluate threats to this species and its habitat. 

N’or Easter Takes a Toll 
on New England Cottontails
The blizzard of late January blanketed southeastern New 
Hampshire with 2-3 feet of snow. This was no problem 
for subnivean species like mice and moles that dig tunnels 
and travel under the snow. The blanket of snow also helps 
species like Karner blue butterflies by insulating the eggs 
overwintering on the ground. Little brown rabbits like 
New England cottontails stand out like a bull’s-eye on 
the white backdrop, however, becoming easy targets for 
predators.

“The cottontail’s mobility is definitely decreased after 
it snows,” said Brett Ferry, a biological technician who 
monitors New England cottontails in the state. “For the 
first few days, they don’t have trails packed down. They 
don’t have their established escape routes. The snow 
slows them down and they lose their camouflage.” 

At the start of winter, Ferry was monitoring 22 
radio-collared New England cottontails. By the end 
of January, five had been lost to predation. February 
brought more snow, and further losses for the cotton-
tails. “Despite the hard winter, about 20% of the rabbits 
remain,” said  Ferry. “Unfortunately, harsh winters are a 
fact of life in New England.” 

On another note, two wild New England cottontails 
were successfully live-trapped in Londonderry and trans-
ported to the Roger Williams Park Zoo in Providence, 
Rhode Island, where captive breeding is taking place to 
restore the wild population throughout its range in the 
Northeast. 

For more information, visit: 
http://newenglandcottontail.org.
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150 Years Conserving 
 New Hampshire’s Fish and Wildlife

TThe Nongame and Endangered Wildlife 
Program is a relatively recent chapter in 
the history of the New Hampshire Fish 
and Game Department. That legacy 
dates back to 1865, when the N.H. State 
Legislature established the first-ever Fisheries 
Commission. This commission was charged 
with restoring populations of migratory sea 
fish, as well as introducing new varieties of 
freshwater fish. 

The first emphasis was on fish, but 
wildlife was in trouble, too. Game species were 
at historic lows – white-tailed deer were so rare 
in 1878 that there was a fine of $25, plus six 
months in jail, for shooting one. In 1880, 
the commission was reorganized to become 
the Commission of Fisheries and Game. 
At that time, nine out of ten counties were 
closed to hunting deer, moose or caribou. 

The modern-day Fish and Game 

Department was formed in 1935. This was 
an era of significant changes for wildlife 
and conservation with the passage of the 
Bald Eagle Protection Act and the Pittman-
Robertson Act, which provided dedicated 
funding for game wildlife research and 
management, and still does today. 

In 1962, Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring 
raised the alarm about the impact of 
pesticides on wildlife, setting the stage 
for the 1970s, a decade of awareness and 
action. First the pesticide, DDT, which 
was responsible for the decline of eagles 
and osprey, was banned in the United 
States. Then, Congress passed the federal 
Endangered Species Act. Later, New 
Hampshire followed suit and passed a state 
Endangered Species Conservation Act. 

In 1988, the N.H. State Legislature 
established the Nongame and Endangered 

Wildlife Program to manage and protect the 
more than 400 species that are not hunted, 
trapped or fished in the state. This added 
responsibility was assigned to the Fish and 
Game Department. 

Over the years, New Hampshire Fish 
and Game has grown into a fully fledged 
conservation agency that incorporates fish 
and wildlife management for over 500 
species, conservation planning assistance to 
local communities and enforcement of fish 
and wildlife regulations. 

We have witnessed wildlife populations 
– both game and nongame – rebound. 
White-tailed deer and bald eagles are at 
historic highs. Wild turkeys and common 
terns have been restored. Many more species 
have benefitted from conservation and 
management efforts. 

More than ever before, we have seen a 
change in American culture. A major shift 
from rural, agricultural lifestyles to urban 
life full of technology has resulted in the 
loss of hundreds of farms here in New 
Hampshire. But more importantly, this 
shift has also resulted in the loss of people’s 
connection to the land.  

Over the past 150 years, our parents and 
grandparents stood up to support wildlife 
conservation. This spring, as we revel in 
the warmth of the sun and the singing 
songbirds, imagine how the next 150 years 
may look and sound, and how we can best 
carry on our great conservation legacy. 
Learn more about Fish and Game’s 150th 
Anniversary observance at wildnh.com/150.American Three-toed Woodpecker (Picoides dorsalis)
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American Three-toed WoodpeckerFast Facts:

Status: Listed as threatened in New 
Hampshire. 

Description: 7-9” long, with a 4-5” wingspan. 
Black and white woodpecker with barring on 
the sides and back. Males have a yellow cap; 
females do not, but their ladder-back pattern 
distinguishes them from other species.

Range: Occurs throughout the northern 
U.S. from Maine to Alaska, and throughout 
Canada. In New Hampshire, may be found 
from the White Mountains north. The earliest 
record was from Tuckerman’s Ravine in 
1884.

Habitat: Mature, coniferous forests. Prefers 
dead standing trees or dying trees with 
abundant insects.

Nesting: Nests are built in May, and females 
typically lay four eggs. Both the male and 
female take turns incubating the eggs for 
about two weeks. After hatching, chicks are 
dependent on their parents for the first 3-4 
weeks, until they are able to fly.

Diet: Wood-boring beetles and larvae.

Fun Facts: Most woodpeckers have four 
toes, except for the American three-toed and 
the black-backed woodpeckers, which only 
have three toes: two facing forward and one 
facing backward.

Anne Tappan became the first Nongame Coordinator 
when the program was established in 1988.
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Leading the Way for Conservation in New Hampshire

By John Kanter

3

Recently, I took my son Owen to New 
York for his first college visit. Owen is a 
high school junior, and despite my best 
efforts to discourage him, he wants to 
study wildlife or conservation biology. 
I say “despite my best efforts” because 
the parent in me would like to have him 
pursue a more pragmatic degree, such as 
engineering, where future employment 
opportunities are more abundant. 

While waiting to register for the 
tour, we stood next to a glass-fronted 
display of wildlife mounts that included a 
passenger pigeon and a pair of ivory-billed 
woodpeckers, one extinct and the other 
with dwindling hopes of rediscovery. There 
were also wild turkeys, a black bear, bald 
eagles and peregrine falcons, all prime 
examples of species that have recovered, 
thanks to the efforts of hardworking 
biologists backed by laws and policies and 
a society that values wildlife. 

As Owen and I discussed his particular 
wildlife interests, I watched the parade of 
students moving between morning classes 
and thought about the many directions his 
life may take him. After all, college life and 
new surroundings often lead to changing 

interests. Then I realized that whatever 
career choice he made, he would still be able 
to contribute to the future of conservation. 

 All careers have the power to improve 
the health of the environment and soften 
the impact of humans on the land, water 
and air that support our species and the 
millions of others that inhabit earth. The 
engineer who will one day develop a bird 
and bat exclusion system for wind turbines, 
the software designer who creates a new 
mapping tool that connects biological 
hotspots to transportation planning, the 
stay-at-home parent who starts a nature club 
in his or her community, the restaurant chef 
who chooses local foods, and the building 
manager who doubles energy efficiency are 
just a smattering of examples of how people 
in different careers can affect the health of 
the environment – and our connection to 
it – in a positive way.

I know that you all are doing your part 
in your everyday lives to improve New 
Hampshire’s environment. One thing that’s 
certainly helping is your support for the 
Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program, 
which is conserving habitats and species every 
day. Thank you for what you do!

Each year, the Nongame and Endangered 
Wildlife Program must raise $50,000 in 
private donations to qualify for a matching 
grant from the state. We depend on people 
like you to help us meet this challenge. 

Your contributions go directly 
toward conserving healthy and diverse 
populations of wildlife throughout New 
Hampshire. Because of this support, 
we now have, for the first time ever, an understanding of the 
abundance and distribution of Blanding’s turtles in the state. 
We are able to take proactive measures to conserve the habitats 
that support the largest populations of these rare turtles. We now 
know these long-lived reptiles have a better chance of survival – 
living upwards of 70 years. Some of these turtles may be still be 
here when our grandchildren are our age! 

We know that with time and dedication, rare species can be 
brought back from the brink of extinction. We’ve seen this with the 
restoration of the tern colony at the Isles of Shoals and the return 

Doing Our Part for the Environment

Annual Fund Campaign Now Underway

of a breeding population of wild Karner 
blue butterflies (extirpated in 1999) to the 
Concord Pine Barrens. 

As we steadfastly continue on our 
mission to protect and restore wildlife, we 
will be starting new efforts to determine 
the status of wood turtles in the state 
and continuing work to restore healthy 
populations of New England cottontails – 

New Hampshire’s native cottontail. 
At the very foundation of this work is support from caring 

people. Please consider supporting the annual fund campaign 
and help us meet the challenge. On behalf of all of the staff at the 
Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program, thank you!

John J. Kanter, Program Coordinator
Nongame and Endangered Wildlife

F A R E W E L L 
ALLISON KEATING

WWith this issue, we bid farewell to 
longtime Wildlines editor Allison 
Keating. A certified wildlife 
biologist, Keating has worked for 
the Nongame and Endangered 
Wildlife Program for nearly 15 
years. Her skill and dedication will 
be missed in a big way. Fortunately 
for Fish and Game, Keating is 
not going far. She has accepted a 
challenging new role as the assistant 
to the Department’s Federal Aid 
Coordinator. Good luck, Allison!

Wood turtle
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APRIL
•	 	Peregrine falcons return to nesting cliffs. 	
•	 	Vernal pools are full of life this time of year. Look 

for salamanders, frogs and their egg masses.

MAY
•	 	April showers bring May flowers – and BEES! Use 

pesticides and herbicides sparingly around your 
yard – these chemicals can harm more than the 
intended target, including important pollinators 
like bees that help native plants – and our 
gardens – grow. 	

•	 	Memorial Day weekend is prime nesting for 
state and federally endangered piping plovers at 
Hampton and Seabrook beaches. Heed warning 
signs; keep dogs on leashes and help these rare 
birds raise their young.	

JUNE
•	 	This month is peak breeding for turtles. Many 

will be crossing roads as they travel between 
wetlands and nesting habitats. Slow down while 
driving and give turtles a break! 	

•	 	Female bats give birth to a single pup this month. 
Bats should not be excluded from buildings, or 
pups may die of starvation.

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

SPRING
Wildlife Almanac

D

HHere are just a few of the volunteer 
opportunities available with the Nongame 
Program this summer. For more 
information, and the complete list of 
volunteer opportunities, visit us online at 
wildnh.com/volunteer. 

•  Count Bats for Conservation – Count 
bats anywhere in the state as they exit 
their summer roosts in June and then 
again later in the summer, when pups 
begin to fly, to see how the colony has 
grown. 

•  Protect Piping Plovers – Spend a 
day at the beach watching over state-

Fond of Frogs? Bonkers for Birds or Bats? 

Volunteer!

NGM14008B

endangered and nationally threatened 
piping plovers and their chicks. The 
tiny cotton ball-sized babies can’t fly for 
the first month and are at risk of being 
accidentally stepped on by beachgoers. 

•  Share Your Sightings – Participate 
in NH Wildlife Sightings at nhwild-
lifesightings.unh.edu – a website for 
reporting wildlife observations in New 
Hampshire. Anyone can participate and 
report their observations of reptiles, am-
phibians, some birds and mammals and 
more. Both common and rare species 
reports are appreciated!

Check it Out!

Piping plover chick

©
 B

R
IA

N
 K

U
S

H
N

E
R

 / 
D

R
E

A
M

S
TI

M
E

.C
O

M

Don’t miss the March/April issue of NH Wildlife Journal, 
featuring an article on New Hampshire’s salamanders. 
Visit wildnh.com/wildlife-journal/WJmag.htm and 
subscribe today!


