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Primarily forested with hundreds of acres of hemlock-
hardwood-pine, and an exemplary Appalachian oak-pine 
forest, combined with over 76 acres of wetlands, 43 
vernal pools and three perennial streams, the Hinman 
Pond area is a high priority for conservation according 
to the N.H. Wildlife Action Plan. Now, thanks to the 
work of Bear-Paw Regional Greenways and N.H. Fish 
and Game, this 460-acre parcel in Hooksett is protected. 

Nestled within an undeveloped area that is more than 
20,000 acres in size, the Hinman Pond parcel abuts Bear 
Brook State Park and Manchester Water Works properties. 
It lies within the Lake Massabesic watershed, Manchester’s 

NECs continued on page 4

HINMAN continued on page 2

Conserving Hinman Pond in Hooksett 

This winter, amid freezing temperatures and record 
snowfall, New England cottontails that were born 
in captivity and released in southeastern New 
Hampshire in an effort to restore their population are 
staying on course. 

“Last year we released a total of eight captive-bred 
New England cottontails into the wild,” said Brett 
Ferry, a Biological Technician with the Nongame and 
Endangered Wildlife Program. “They were equipped 
with radio transmitter collars so we could track them 
and see how they adjusted to life in the wild.”

Three of the cottontails were tracked for three 
months until biologists lost track of them, presumably 
because batteries on the radio collars stopped working. 

public drinking water supply. It is also near Clay Pond – 
a 500-acre parcel that was conserved in 2011. 

“The entire 20,000-acre area is identified as highest-
ranked habitat statewide in the New Hampshire Wild-
life Action Plan,” said Mike Marchand, a biologist with 
the N.H. Fish and Game Department. “It is important 
because it is rare to find such a large, unfragmented 
piece of habitat in the southern part of the state and 
because it provides critical habitat for state-threatened 
and endangered species, and species of concern.”

The parcel was purchased by Bear-Paw Regional 
Greenways and an easement is held by N.H. Fish and 

A beaver pond  within the 460-acre parcel purchased in Hooksett
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Updating N.H.’s Wildlife Action Plan 
What’s in a name? Well, when it comes 
to the N.H. Wildlife Action Plan – the 
name says it all! Since its approval by the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service in 2005, 
the N.H. Wildlife Action Plan has been 
put into action in many ways. Surveys for 
rare wildlife like Blanding’s turtles have 
been implemented, efforts to restore New 
England cottontails and their habitat are 
underway, and citizens across the state have 
had many opportunities to learn about 
tools available to help them make informed 
decisions when it comes to land use 
planning, conservation and development. 

These federally mandated state Wildlife 
Action Plans weren’t meant to be a one-
time and done deal, though. They are a 
work in progress – a blueprint of conserva-
tion for each state and the nation overall 
– and they are ever evolving, just as our 
environment and the ecosystems in it are 

constantly changing. 
This year, biologists from N.H. Fish and 

Game’s Nongame and Endangered Wildlife 
Program, together with conservation part-
ners from around the state, began the ten-
year review and revision process for the N.H. 
Wildlife Action Plan, as federally required.  

“We are reviewing the strategies devel-
oped in the original plan in 2005, evaluat-
ing the successes and incorporating exciting 
regional work that is being done,” said Emily 
Preston, a biologist with the Nongame and 
Endangered Wildlife Program. “Conserving 
wildlife and habitats needs to happen at a 
larger scale to be most effective, so that work 
done here complements work done in other 
states where these species occur.” 

The N.H. Wildlife Action Plan team is 
made up of members from N.H. Fish and 
Game’s Wildlife, Fisheries, and Marine divi-
sions; N.H. Audubon; N.H. Natural Heritage 

Status: Common throughout New Hampshire.

Physical description: ¼ to 1/3 inch long. Bright 
reddish pink, with several black spots on a 
round or oval-shaped body. Particular species 
may be distinguished by the number of spots 
and the color of the pronotum (body part just 
behind the head). 

ID Note: May be confused with the exotic 
multi-colored Asian ladybug (in N.H. 
since 1994).

Habitat: Gardens and agricultural crops. May 
congregate in homes during the fall.

Diet: Can consume up to 60 aphids per day; 
will also eat mealy bugs, leaf hoppers, mites, 
and other types of soft-bodied insects, as well 
as pollen and nectar.

Interesting fact: The spotted ladybug is native 
to N.H. and is the official State Insect. There are 
more than 450 species of ladybugs in the U.S. 
and over 5,000 worldwide.

Fast Facts: Spotted Ladybug

Spotted Ladybug
(Coleomegilla species) ©
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HINMAN continued from page 1

Bureau; The Nature Conservancy; and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Natural 
Resource Conservation Service, among others. 

“We need ideas from land trusts, 
watershed associations, conservation com-
missions, and other agencies to make this 
plan as strong and useful as possible,” said 
Preston. “Watch for invitations to work-
shops and other opportunities to tell us how 
your work can help wildlife and how we can 
provide tools and other assistance to make 
the plan more accessible.”

The current N.H. Wildlife Action 
Plan, workshop announcements, and 
public participation opportunities can 
be viewed on the N.H. Fish and Game 
website at wildnh.com/nongame, as well as 
on the Taking Action for Wildlife website, 
takingactionforwildlife.org, a joint 
effort of N.H. Fish and Game and UNH 
Cooperative Extension.

Game. Funding 
came from 
a variety of 
sources, includ-
ing the Aquatic 
Resource Miti-
gation Fund 
(ARM) and 
the Drinking 
Water Protec-
tion Programs 
at the N.H. 
Department of 
Environmental 
Services, the 
N.H. Moose 
Plate/Conservation License Plate Program, 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service - Wildlife 
Restoration Program, the Land and Com-
munity Heritage Investment Project, and a 
number of private grants from foundations 
and donors. 

“Between Clay Pond and Hinman Pond, 
nearly 1,000 acres have been protected 
in southern New Hampshire,” said John 
Kanter, Coordinator of the Nongame and 
Endangered Wildlife Program. “These are 
great examples of how the N.H. Wildlife 
Action Plan is being used in local communi-
ties to permanently protect natural resources 
for both people and wildlife.”

The property is part of a much 
larger landscape which was 
recently identified as a priority 
for Blanding’s turtle conservation 
in the northeastern U.S.
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New research is underway in partnership 
with the University of New Hampshire 
to learn more about where terns go and 
what habitats they use when they leave 
the Isles of Shoals. N.H. Fish and Game’s 
Nongame and Endangered Wildlife 
Program has worked with conservation 
partners since 1997 to restore the colony 
of common, roseate and Arctic terns at 
the Isles of Shoals, but little is known 
about where they go when they leave the 
island.

This study will involve capturing 
common terns and affixing nano-tags 
and GPS units, which will track the exact 
locations of the terns. The data collected 
will show how far from the Isles of Shoals 
terns travel to feed and will identify 
specific areas of significant tern habitat 
outside of White and Seavey islands. 

“We were thrilled at the response 

from private donors last fall who 
responded to our special appeal and 
supported getting this project off the 
ground,” said Nongame Coordinator John 
Kanter. “I’m excited about this new 
opportunity and looking 
forward to sharing 
our findings with our 
supporters.”  The project is 
expected to take two years. 

Ever wondered what it’s like to spend 
a day with one of the rarest birds in 
New Hampshire? Want to get your 
hands dirty restoring habitat for wild-
life? Explore these and other volunteer 
opportunities at N.H. Fish and Game 
–visit wildnh.com/volunteer today. 

3

Where Do All the Terns Go?
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This spring, as the snow melts and the days get longer, we’d like you to take a moment 
to look at and listen to the wildlife right in your own back yard. We often focus on 
rare, threatened and endangered wildlife in this newsletter, but today we’d like to take 
a moment to reflect on the importance of all the common and abundant nongame 
wildlife we are so fortunate to have around us.

Perhaps you notice a cardinal singing a morning song, or a chorus of peepers serenading 
the evening. A flash of blue from a jay darting across your yard might catch your eye – or the 
amazing little spots of yellow on the salamander nestled under your firewood pile. Whatever 
draws your attention, take a moment to enjoy the wildlife around you this spring. 

Soon, you will receive our Annual Fund Campaign letter in the mail. As you think about 
all the nongame wildlife you enjoy seeing each day, please consider donating to the Nongame 
and Endangered Wildlife Program so that we may continue to protect not only rare species, 
but all the common ones, too. And remember, your donation will be matched dollar-for-dollar 
by the State, doubling your generous gift and making it go twice as far.

Thank you and happy wildlife watching!

Sincerely,

John J. Kanter
Nongame and Endangered Wildlife
Program Coordinator

What’s in Your Back Yard?
Join us in recognizing and supporting common nongame wildlife through 
the 2014 Annual Fund Campaign!

Volunteers!
Calling All
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APRIL
 Listen for the quintessential sounds of spring as 

American robins sing cheerily, cheer up, cheer 
up, cheerily, cheer up in the morning, and spring 

peepers join in a rowdy jingling chorus on warm 

spring nights. 

MAY
Smell something funky? Female skunks give 

birth this month to a litter of two to ten kits in 

their dens, which may be under stumps, in stone 

walls, in abandoned woodchuck burrows or under 

houses. 

JUNE
This month is peak breeding season for many 

turtles. Watch for them on roads, driveways or 

back yards on their way back and forth to nesting 

areas. If you see one crossing the road, stop (only 

if it is safe for you to do so) and put the turtle on 

the other side - in the direction it was going.

SPRING
Wildlife Almanac

NECs continued from page 1

One rabbit was lost to predation. Four still 
have working radio transmitting collars and 
continue to be monitored. 

“We check them once each week to 
establish their locations and see what habitat 
they are using and how far they are travel-
ing,” explained Ferry. “So far, only one 
individual was documented dispersing from 
the release area in the first days following 
the release.” 

The collars have a built-in mortality 
sensor, according to Ferry. The collar is 

sensitive to movement. If the animal does 
not move for over twelve hours, the collar 
emits a signal that is twice as fast as the 
regular signal. In this way, biologists know 
if an individual has died and can retrieve it 
and the collar. 

An additional five captive-bred New 
England cottontails were placed into the 
one-acre pen built for them at the Great Bay 
National Wildlife Refuge in Newington. 
Sadly, a fisher eluded safety measures 
including the multi-layered electric fence 

around the perimeter and predated four of 
the cottontails. The fisher was subsequently 
live-trapped and relocated to another area 
and actions were taken to improve safety of 
the pen.

Intensive surveys were conducted at 
the release site this winter in an effort to 
document successful reproduction. In 
addition, “pellet surveys” continued this 
winter. Biologists survey different areas that 
provide suitable, or potential, habitat for 
New England cottontails and collect rabbit 
pellets. The samples are sent to a lab for 
DNA testing to determine if they are from 
New England or Eastern cottontails. Results 
from pellet samples last winter confirmed the 
presence of New England cottontails at some 
survey sites, including one in Rollinsford. 

Captive breeding of New England 
cottontails continues at the Roger Williams 
Zoo in Providence, R.I. At the zoo, 42 
rabbits were captive bred in 2013. Of 
these, 12 came to N.H., and thirty went to 
a breeding colony in Rhode Island. With 
breeding facilities being expanded for 2014, 
that number is sure to increase. 

For more information about New 
England cottontails and the effort to 
restore them throughout their range in the 
Northeast, visit: newenglandcottontail.org.

New Hampshire Fish 
and Game Biological 
Technician Brett Ferry 
releases a collared New 
England cottonail in 
the southeastern part 
of the state.
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