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protection of 235,000 acres of highly valued 
wildlife habitat, technical assistance to 77 
towns and hundreds of landowners regarding 
the needs of at-risk wildlife, and recovery 
efforts for imperiled species such as the Karner 
blue butterfly and four species of terns.

The Nongame and Endangered Wildlife 
Program has been awarded several compet-
itive State Wildlife Grants to conduct work 
to conserve New England cottontail, bats, 
Blanding’s turtle, wood turtle, and timber 
rattlesnake. Now implementing the updated 
plan (completed in 2015), recovery efforts 
for priority species continue, including new 
initiatives to protect brook floater mussels, 
spotted turtles, and monarch butterflies.

In an effort to protect hibernating bats, 
a gate has been installed at a mine in 

northern New Hampshire. Both little 
brown bats (state-endangered) and 
northern long-eared bats (federally threat-
ened and state-endangered) have been 
documented at the mine during the winter. 
The gate ensures that bats can easily fly in 
or out, but restricts people from entering 
the mine. Winter disturbance is especially 
problematic because it may cause hiber-
nating bats to awaken and deplete limited 
fat stores. 

Protecting Bats

30 YEARS continued on page 4

BATS continued on page 3

in Northern New Hampshire
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30 YEARS
of Nongame Wildlife 
Conservation

The Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program 
celebrates a milestone anniversary this year. 

Just 30 years ago, it was questionable whether or 
not peregrine falcons, bald eagles, or osprey would 
continue to exist in New Hampshire. There was 
very little information available about what 
species of turtles, snakes, salamanders, and 
insects lived within New Hampshire’s borders. 
Looking back offers a thoughtful reminder of 
how much can be accomplished in just a few 
decades with a dedicated group of employees, 
volunteers, and partners. 

One of the most significant accomplish-
ments of the Nongame and Endangered 

Wildlife Program has been the devel-
opment, in coordination 

with many partners 
across the state, of a 
comprehensive blue-

print for conserving 
our state’s wildlife: the 

New Hampshire Wildlife Action 
Plan. This plan was not only 
critical in identifying and priori-

tizing wildlife needs, but it has also 
empowered conservation partners and 

citizens to assist with the implementation.
In the ten years following the completion 

of the first Wildlife Action Plan in 2005, there 
were many accomplishments, including 
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The monarch butterfly has been added to 
the updated Wildlife Action Plan as a 
Species of Greatest Conservation Need.



The onset of spring brings many 
opportunities to get out and volunteer, 

including trail maintenance, habitat resto-
ration projects, invasive species 
initiatives, and more. In 
2018, the Stewardship 
Network: New England 
will still be the center 
of all outdoor volunteer 
opportunities in the 
region, but under a new 
name, Nature Groupie. 
The official name change 
took effect in January to 
help better represent the 
energy and joy of volunteering 
for nature. The new website includes user-
friendly improvements, such as lists of all 
upcoming volunteer opportunities, training 
sessions, and citizen science projects. 

Volunteer for Nature
The goal of Nature Groupie is to 

empower people of all ages to volunteer 
for nature. Wood duck monitoring, tree 

identification courses, and 
a salamander crossing 

volunteer training are just 
a few examples of the 
many Nature Groupie 
opportunities. If you 
would like to partici-
pate in a conservation 
group (including New 
Hampshire Fish and 

Game), sign up for Nature 
Groupie e-mails or check 

the website for upcoming 
opportunities at naturegroupie.org.

So get inspired and join a project this 
year through Nature Groupie. It’s the best 
way to give back to the wild places you love!

ast year marked another exciting year of 
reports and improvements to the commu-

nication channels between the state’s wildlife 
watchers and biologists. Almost half of the 
wildlife reports received at the NH Wildlife 
Sightings website in 2017 were for Species of 
Greatest Conservation Need.

The most-reported species was the state-
endangered Blanding’s turtle. Typically, a 
shrub-wetland species that is hard to find, the 
Blanding’s turtle has received a great deal of 
attention, thanks to increased outreach. The 
state-threatened spotted turtle, in contrast, 
was among the least-reported reptiles. This 
year, biologists will launch a research project 

aimed at better understanding the habitat 
use, distribution, and overall 

population health of New 
Hampshire’s spotted 

turtles. Look for 

REPORT YOUR SIGHTINGS!
Calling All Wildlife Enthusiasts: 

Description: A tiny beetle with a brown-to-green 
shell with white edges. May be seen flying or 
running along cobble (substrate of smooth, 
round stones) to catch and eat ants or flies.

Habitat: Large warmwater rivers, cobble bars, 
and beaches of river islands.

Threats: Mortality from recreational users 
on beaches of rivers, habitat conversion from 
development, habitat degradation from invasive 
plants, water releases, and flooding. 

Conservation Actions: 

•  Monitor the occurrence of tiger beetles.
•  Report sightings to NH Wildlife Sightings, 
www.nhwildlifesightings.unh.edu.
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SPOTLIGHT
ON SPECIES OF GREATEST CONSERVATION NEED

COBBLESTONE TIGER 
BEETLE

(Cicindela marginipennis)

Spotted turtle (Clemmys guttata)In 2017, a new population of the cobblestone 
tiger beetle was discovered in New Hampshire 
after a reported sighting by a wildlife watcher.
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spotted turtles as they begin 
moving along marshes, 
through vernal pools, wet 
meadows, and ponds this 
spring and report your 
observations.

In the past, NH Wildlife 
Sightings reports were limited to rare 
wildlife, but they have now expanded to 
include more common species. “This year 
we added the ability to report many native 
mammals, in an effort to gather road-crossing 
data to inform conservation planning,” explains 
Mike Marchand, N.H. Fish and Game’s 
Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program 
Supervisor. Red and gray foxes, squirrels, 
opossums, raccoons, deer, porcupines, 
and more are now reportable. When you 
submit an observation of an animal crossing 
the road (successfully, or not – roadkill 
reports are just as important), biologists can 
pinpoint places where road crossings seem 
particularly common and look at ways to 
implement safer crossings for wildlife. 

Fine-tune your identification skills with 
one of many available field guides, and take 
a photograph to accompany your location 
information whenever possible. Biologists 
collate what you enter into NH Wildlife 
Sightings into useful data. 

The efforts from citizens often lead to 
some fascinating discoveries. In 2017, a new 

REPORT YOUR SIGHTINGS!
Calling All Wildlife Enthusiasts: 

population of state-endangered cobblestone 
tiger beetles was found! The cobblestone tiger 
beetle was previously known to exist only on 
five riverine islands in the Connecticut River. 
Historically, there has been very little funding 
available for invertebrate research, which 
makes citizen reporting for these species even 
more critical. Many species, even those that 
are considered common, remain under-
reported. Snakes, frogs, and salamanders 
are always at the top of the list of species 
that need more distribution data. 

If you do not have an account, register 
at www.nhwildlifesightings.unh.edu. 
From there, you can define your favorite 
wildlife-watching sites – such as your 
backyard, field, or walking route – and 
report the wildlife you observe.

NH Wildlife Sightings is a joint effort of 
citizen reporters, the N.H. Fish and Game 
Department, UNH Earth Systems Research 
Center, N.H. Natural Heritage Bureau, N.H. 
Audubon, and UNH Cooperative Extension, 
with support from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service and New Hampshire Conservation 
License Plate funds.

A number of New Hampshire’s native 
mammals, including the red fox, have been 
added to the list of species eligible for reporting 
on the NH Wildlife Sightings website.

BATS continued from page 1

With a new gate installed at this mine last fall (left), threatened and endangered bats have a safe 
haven to hibernate during the winter months. Although once the most numerous bat species in the 
Northeast, little brown bats (right) have sustained the largest number of deaths as a result of White 
Nose Syndrome. Learn more at www.wildnh.com/nongame/bats-nh.html.

Once the most numerous bat species 
in the Northeast, the little brown bat has 
sustained the largest number of deaths 
from White Nose Syndrome. Five of New 
Hampshire’s eight bat species may remain 
in the state to hibernate through the winter, 
mostly in cave-like habitats. Suitable habitats 
have stable temperatures (40-50°F) with 
high humidity, which protects the bats from 
freezing or dehydrating. There are few such 
habitats available in New Hampshire, and 
protecting these areas has become increasingly 
important. Bats will begin emerging from 
hibernation in April. This project is funded by 
State Wildlife Grants through the Regional 
Conservation Need Program, with matching 
funds from the Moose Plate Program.

Snakes, frogs, and salamanders 
are always at the top of the list 

of species that need 
more distribution data.Smooth green snake 

(Opheodrys vernalis)
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APRIL
•  Spotted, Jefferson, and blue-spotted salaman-
ders (also called mole salamanders) will be in 
search of vernal breeding pools on the first few 
rainy nights of early spring.

MAY
•  International Migratory Bird 
Day is May 13, and Endangered 
Species Day is May 19. The roseate 
tern, a species that falls into both 
categories, is returning to Seavey 
Island and the Isles of Shoals 
for the breeding season.

JUNE
•  Watch for snakes and turtles crossing roads 
and trails in search of nesting areas. This month 
is a great time to look for and report reptiles to 
www.nhwildlifesightings.unh.edu. 
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National acclaim:  Nongame Program 
Supervisor Michael Marchand and 
Wildlines Writer/Editor Loren Valliere 
display the award earned by this newsletter 
from the Association for Conservation 
Information, presented in 2017.

MASTHEAD COVER PHOTOS: SPOTTED TURTLE - © NHFG / MIKE MARCHAND  l  MONARCH BUTTERFLY - © ROBERT CROW / DREAMSTIME.COM  l  SMOOTH GREEN SNAKE - PUBLIC DOMAIN

private donations from individuals and 
partners, and federal State Wildlife Grants, 
all of which fluctuate each year.

As the program celebrates its 30th year, 
there may finally be a remedy initiated at the 
federal level to ensure adequate funding for 
protecting Species of Greatest Conservation 
Need. The Recovering America’s Wildlife 
Act proposes directing $1.3 billion in 
revenues from existing energy and mineral 
resources on federal lands and waters to the 
Wildlife Conservation Restoration Program.

If successful, funding from this Act 
would more adequately address the needs 
of New Hampshire’s wildlife and provide 
stability for nongame programs across the 
country. Conservation at the state level is 
economically smart, as it helps keep species 
from requiring larger-scale (and more 
expensive) federal-level intervention.

It is hard to say what the next 30 years 
will look like for New Hampshire’s wildlife, 
but there are a few certainties. Every insect, 
amphibian, reptile, bird, and mammal is 
up against a growing human population, 
increased pressure on natural resources, 
fragmented habitats, as well as the dangers 
of roadways, wildlife disease, and pollution. 

Groundbreaking research completed over 
the past 30 years puts New Hampshire 
in an excellent position to combat many 
of these threats, and the Wildlife Action 
Plan provides a blueprint for all of New 
Hampshire’s natural resource partners to 
prioritize meaningful conservation actions.

Funding remains the missing link for 
many species and habitats. It will take 
bipartisan support to move the Recovering 
America’s Wildlife Act forward. New 
Hampshire has a long track record of 
supporting conservation, and we sincerely 
thank all Nongame Program donors 
for their continued contributions. The 
accomplishments of the last 30 years, made 
possible by your support, are incredible!

Unlike game and fisheries programs that 
receive dedicated federal money associ-
ated with the sale of hunting and fishing 
products, the Nongame and Endangered 
Wildlife Program lacks a dedicated federal 
funding source. The majority of funding for 
our projects comes from New Hampshire 
Conservation License Plates (Moose Plates), 

The passage of the 
Recovering America’s 
Wildlife Act, currently 
moving through 
Congress, would provide 
a stable funding source 
for critical conservation 
actions for Nongame and 
Endangered Wildlife 
Programs nationwide.
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