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APPRENTICE      
HUNTERS

A BIG HIT IN ITS DEBUT YEAR, THE NEW LICENSE 
IS GETTING FAMILIES AND FRIENDS AFIELD

BY 
LINDA
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“When I had my apprentice license last year and shot my first 
deer, I was proud of myself for remembering everything I needed to 
do and for having the confidence to pull the trigger,” says Krenzer.

Feeling self-assured around firearms didn't come easily at first. 
When her daughter Ashley was seven years old, “she wanted a 
shotgun for her birthday and that 
was hard for me. But my husband, 
Mike, made sure that it was all 
about safety,” says Krenzer. “I've 
been involved in hunting all these 
years and have supported the 
hunting that my husband does 
with the girls. I’ve sat up in tree 
stands, taken photos, and cooked 
the wild game they bring home. 
Up until last year, though, I didn't 
have a gun.” 

So when Ashley talked about 
enrolling in Hunter Education, 
Krenzer thought that maybe it was 
time for the mom in the family to 
try her hand at hunting! It was 
then that her husband learned of 
the Apprentice Hunting License 
offered by New Hampshire Fish 
and Game. 

Once in a Lifetime
Created in January 2012 and modeled after nearly 30 other 

states that have similar programs, the Apprentice Hunting License 
is available to both state residents and nonresidents. It allows them 
to hunt, under the supervision of a licensed hunter age 18 or older, 
without taking a Hunter Education class. The Apprentice License 
costs the same as a regular resident or nonresident hunting license 
and is valid from date of purchase through the end of the calendar 
year. You can purchase an Apprentice License just once in your 
lifetime. After that, you have to take a Hunter Education class in 
order to buy a hunting license. 

Many people took advantage of the opportunity to try hunting in 
New Hampshire, and the new license was a big hit. A total of 1,666 
Apprentice Licenses were sold in 2012. Of these 427 were pur-
chased by women. “It was exciting to see the number of younger 
people who participated,” said Wildlife Programs Supervisor Kent 
Gustafson. The vast majority of the apprentice licenses were sold 
to people age 16-34, a demographic that bodes well for the future 
of hunting in New Hampshire. 

“Hopefully, they will continue to participate into the future,” said 
Gustafson. He also noted, however, that older women expressed a 
strong interest in the new license. Thirty-five percent of apprentice 
licenses purchased by females went to women age 35 and older.

Rediscovering Hunting
For Krenzer, participating in 

the hunter apprentice program led 
to her taking the Hunter Education 
course this year, all of which was 
a natural progression for the whole 
family. “Hunting has kept our fam-
ily doing things together. No matter 
how old my girls have become, this 
is something they do with dad. And 
now with me having my license, it is 
something we all do together.”

Like Ashley Krenzer, Sue 
Pickering of Newmarket also 
enjoyed hunting when she was a 
teenager. “I used to hunt with my 
grandfather in Milton, and my 
mother hunted too,” says Pickering. 
“We’d get up early and I’d sleep in 
the truck on the way to the hunting 
spot, and I used to love it. In high 
school I used to wear my red flannel 
jacket that had a hunter safety patch 

on it. But I got older, other interests came along, and when my 
grandfather passed away, I never went hunting again.”

It was a high school classmate who remembered that hunter 
safety patch who ultimately reinvigorated Pickering’s love for 
hunting.

“Michael had the hots for me in English class, but I didn’t know 
it, and he used to see me in my red flannel jacket,” says Pickering. 
“We went our separate ways after we graduated, but we reconnected 
at our 30th class reunion – we hadn’t seen each other in 30 years.” 

Five years later they were married and sometimes when they 
were driving along together, Pickering would say, “Hon, did you 
see that hawk?” And her husband would say, “You need to come 
deer hunting with me. You can spot a deer a mile away.”

Pickering was skeptical at first about going hunting again, 
but when the Apprentice Hunting License became available, she 
decided to give it a try.

“Last year we walked through the woods and sat and just watched 
and listened,” Pickering says. “I didn’t get anything, but that was 

hanks to the New Hampshire Apprentice Hunting License program, Kim Krenzer of Epping 

has learned to shoot and hunt. She was already masterful in cooking turkey, deer, rabbit, bear 

and other wild game. But now her knowledge has expanded beyond the kitchen.

Following her 

successful hunt 

with an Apprentice 

Hunting License 

last fall, Kim 

Krenzer completed 

her hunter safety 

course and 

harvested her first 

turkey in May of 

this year. 
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OK, because it was really fun being out 
there together and for me to remember 
those hunting skills I had learned when 
I was younger.”

After apprenticing last year, she took 
a Hunter Education course and is eager 
for deer hunting season to begin. “This 
year I took a full week off from work to 
go hunting. This is the year – we’re going 
to get one this year!” she exclaims.

Father-Son Team
This also could be the year for 

Robert Howard and his father to get 
a deer together. Last fall, Howard got 
his Apprentice Hunting License and 
shortly afterward, the father-son team 
went “charging through the woods” 
with muzzleloaders in hand. 

“With the Apprentice Hunting 
License, I was able to try hunting with 
a good friend of mine who is a licensed 
hunter and then also go out a couple 
of times with my father,” says Howard, of Manchester. “We got a 
few jumps, but no clear shots of the deer. But having that appren-
tice license gave me the experience in getting back out there and 
motivated me to take the Hunter Education classes and finish them.” 

When Howard and his dad get their licenses this fall, they’ll 
both have experience under their belts.

“My father doesn’t really have hunting partners anymore and 
he didn’t have the motivation to go out there on his own,” says 
Howard. “I saw this as a way of him being more active and for us 
to spend more time together.”

The Magical Woods
As the wife of an experienced and knowledgeable hunter, 

Rachelle Vanier of Orange, N.H., would prepare incredible dishes 
with the finest venison, bear and turkey meat for friends and 

family. But while she would hike and 
scout miles through the woods with her 
husband, “I really never thought I would 
or could hunt,” says Vanier. 

Last fall, her husband told her about 
the apprentice program. “He told me 
with a sparkle in his eye, ‘You should see 
the world wake up. It's magical to see 
things that most folks have never seen or 
don’t even know exist.” His excitement 
was quite contagious!” says Vanier.

So she decided to try it. The verdict?
“It was incredible, to say the least,” 

says Vanier. “The more time I spent in 
the woods, the more my confidence and 
excitement escalated. I started to see and 
hear things that I never noticed before. 
As soon as you step under the canopy 
of the forest, you discover a new world. 
There are no phones, cars, pavement or 
the distractions of everyday life.”

Vanier got a shot at a turkey, but 
missed. “Maybe because my heart was 

beating so hard, it was difficult to focus,” she says. “I didn't get a 
shot at a deer, but had opportunities that I will never forget. I knew I 
was hooked. My hunting journey had begun that fall.”

Vanier and her husband scouted all winter and spring for the 
upcoming hunting season. She took and passed the online Hunter 
Safety Course. “I sincerely thank the New Hampshire Fish and 
Game Department for designing the Hunter Apprentice Program,” 
she says. “It has given me the opportunity to see and experience 
things I could hardly imagine. For those of you out there who have 
the slightest curiosity of what it’s like to be in the woods looking 
for deer on a beautiful fall day, give it a try. You may find some-
thing inside that you never knew existed.”

Linda Kirk is a freelance writer based in Dover, N.H.

"I had opportunities that I will never 

forget. I knew I was hooked.

 My hunting journey had begun that fall."

~Rachelle Vanier  j
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"It was incredible…the 

more time I spent in 

the woods, the more 

my confidence and 

excitement escalated. 

I started to see and 

hear things that I never 

noticed before."
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