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Pursuant to RSA233-A:2, IV, I am pleased to present the Public Water Access
Advisory Board's ("PWAAB" or "Board") 2019 Annual Report. The PWAAB is made up of
two members representing the general public and representatives of constituent groups
from the following interests: motorized and non-motorized boating, hunting, fishing, rivers,
lakes and coastal interests. In addition, it includes representatives from the State agencies
that have public water regulation and access responsibilities. It also includes two state
senators and two representatives from their bodies' relevant committees.

The general charge of the PWAAB is to advise, coordinate, monitor, review and
recommend as to state agency public water access efforts, including Fish and Game's
statewide public boat access program. It also recommends to Fish and Game priorities for
the siting and development of public boat access. See RSA 233-A:2, II.

The Fish and Game Department has a duty to "establish priorities for the siting and
development of public boat access areas, based on the demands and needs for different
types of public boat access areas and public water bodies . . .". RSA 233-A:4, I.

This report is organized starting with this general report of the PWAAB, followed by
separate individual reports by the member state agencies of the Board as follows:

Office of Strategic Initiatives (OSI) - Ken Gallagher
Department of Environmental Services (DES) - Jim Gallagher
Fish & Game Department - Garret Graaskamp
Department of Natural and Cultural Resources (DNCR) - Bill Gegas
Department of Safety, Marine Patrol - Capt. Timothy Dunleavey
Department of Transportation - Rebecca Martin
Governor's Commission on Disability- not provided

RSA 233-A:2, IV requires that the PWAAB's Annual Report, "shall include a list of
existing public access points, and a target date for publication of all access points". That
information is found in a number of different sources and media. The most comprehensive
source is available on-line through GRANITView, an on-line mapping application, at:
https://q ran itview.unh.edu/.1 That information is a product of an ongoing effort by the Office
of Strategic Initiatives since the early 1990s to inventory all available public access to the
State's public waters, whether publicly or privately owned, whether they are free or charge
a fee, etc.

The Fish & Game Department has published a "New Hampshire Boating & Fishing
Public Access Map" since 1999. That map contains a list of, and directions to most publicly
owned and operated access sites to the State's public waters. It has been widely

' (Once on this webpage click on the "View Layers" tab at the top of the page, then open [expand by clicking
the "+" sign] and check the "Cultural Society and Demographic" and "Label Features" check boxes. Within
the "Cultural..." layer open and check the box for the nested database titled "Access Sites to Public Waters".
Within the "Label Features" layer progressively open and check the boxes for the following nested databases:
"Label Recreation" and "Label Access Sites to Public Waters." By zooming into the map, the names of the
access sites will appear near the access locations. Additional site information will appear by clicking on the
symbol for the access location (i.e., yellow triangles for boat ramp sites).



distributed throughout the state including state highway information centers, state agencies
and Fish and Game license agents. The last paper edition was published in late 2009 and
is out of print. Current information is maintained and offered electronically on the NH Fish
and Game website on an ARCGIS interactive map platform at: NH Access Sites
(arcgis.com). On this page, one may search (i.e., magnifying glass query symbol) by town
or waterbody to locate boat ramp and fishing site information and locations. The location of
Americans with Disabilities Act accessible fishing sites managed by state agencies are also
shown by clicking on the "ADA Fishing" filter symbol.

In addition, all of the more than 135 access sites to public waters managed by the
Fish & Game Department, as well as many managed by other agencies and organizations,
are listed with site details at that NH Fish and Game website:
https://wildlife.state.nh.us/access/documents/access-sites.pdf. Bathymetry (water depth)
maps of over 400 lakes and ponds, with some showing access sites and information are
also found at the Fish and Game website:
http://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/maps/bathymetry.html. Efforts to update these resources
are ongoing.

The DES Coastal Program has also developed a map of public water access
facilities in the 17 communities that make up the coastal zone. Its "New Hampshire Coastal
Access Map" is available to the public in either hard copy or on the Coastal Program's
website: https://www4.des.state.nh.us/CoastalAtlas/Atlas.html.

Using specific activity and facility filters the DNCR's Division of Parks and
Recreation website offers a "State Park Finder" tool that allows users to narrow down a
target list of State Parks, Wayside Areas, and Historic Sites that provide various types of
access to public waters: https://www.nhstateparks.org/. The website is also designed to be
mobile device friendly eliminating the need for the Division to maintain a separate mobile
app.

Periodically the Department of Safety, Marine Patrol issues a new edition of "The
Boater's Guide of New Hampshire: A Handbook of Boating Laws and Responsibilities."
The ninth edition was recently published. That has an updated listing of "N.H. Public
Access Sites" that included sites on the state's 35 largest lakes and impoundments.

Much of the Board's work with regard to advising, monitoring and coordinating state
agency public water access efforts, is detailed in the attached reports of the above State
agencies listed at p. 2-3. In that regard, the Board and these agencies have been
particularly focused on inventorying and prioritizing access on the State's major lakes and
rivers, including all those in the State's Rivers Management and Protection Program.

At the request of the Office of Energy and Planning (now Office of Strategic
Initiatives), the Board has continued its review and updating of the State's 1991 Public
Water Access Plan, focusing on the plan's criteria for the recommended number and types
of boat access sites and beaches on lakes and rivers. Since surveys have shown that the
public is most interested in access to the State's largest lakes and rivers, the Board has
conducted an individual review of existing general public access at the State's 35 largest



lakes (500 acres or more in size), looking at the adequacy of boating access and swimming
access separately for each such water body. Maps of the access sites on each of these
lakes are available at: https://www.nh.aov/osi/planninci/services/ais/public-
access/index.htm.

In 2013, the Board also began a process to review the adequacy of river access,
identifying 23 major rivers to review. The Board worked with most of the Local Advisory
Committees for those rivers in the Rivers Management and Protection Program to identify
existing access sites and determine river stretches where access is inadequate. The Board
also worked with OSI to develop customized maps showing existing access sites, dams
and other pertinent information.

The Board generally meets every other month, except for the summer. Its minutes,
prior annual reports and other general information can be accessed from the Fish and
Game Department website (https://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/access/pwaab.html). In 2019
the Board monitored legislation that concerned or affected public water access. It has also
monitored state surplus land disposals, where it has an advisory role to the Department of
Transportation and the Council on Resources and Development with regard to the sale or
lease of state lands that do, or could, provide public access to the State's waters.

The Board's annual field trip in September continued to review mainly "orphaned"
Road to Public Water (RTPW) sites. These are public water access sites that were created
under the State's program for developing public water access prior to the passage of RSA
Ch. 233-A in 1993. Many of these sites have been incorporated into the Fish and Game
boat access program. Those that have not been, we consider "orphan" sites. The PWAAB
is in the process of reviewing those sites which should be maintained for general public use
by the municipality they are located in. On this field trip, the Board visited eight such sites
in the area of northeast Concord up to Ossipee. It reviewed four non-RTPW sites as well.

Thank you for this opportunity for providing information about our Board and its
work. If you have any questions or would like further information please do not hesitate to
contact me at (603) 695-8641 , tquarles@devinemillimet.com or our Board's administrative
assistant, Kristin Harmon at (603) 744-5470, kristin.harmon@wildlife.nh.Qov.

Respectfully submitted,

Thomas Queries, Jr., Chair

Public Water Access Board

ec: All Board members (by email)







2019 Annual Report to the Public Water Access Advisory Board  
Programs and Activities of the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services  Page 1 

 

2019 Annual Report to the Public Water Access Advisory Board 
Programs and Activities of the 

NH Department of Environmental Services  
 

 
 
During 2019, the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services (NHDES) engaged in numerous 
programs and activities associated with recreational opportunities and public access to the state's 
waters. These programs and activities are described below. NHDES continues to be active in its efforts to 
expand and improve public access opportunities across New Hampshire.  
 

NHDES Bureaus and Programs that Support Public Access 
 

Dam Bureau  
 
The NHDES Dam Bureau owns and operates 113 dams, and also operates and maintains 100 dams 
belonging to the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department (NHF&G). NHDES provides boating 
recreational opportunities by regulating the water level of these dam-controlled waterbodies. Many of 
these dam sites have public access facilities, which require constant maintenance, repairs and 
enhancements. As part of the operation plans for each of the dams, the opportunity to improve public 
access is fully evaluated.  
 

Maintain and Monitor Existing Lease Agreements 
 
The Bureau owns lake and riverfront parcels on waterbodies across the state, and it leases many of 
these properties and facilities to several communities and other agencies across the state. NHDES works 
cooperatively with towns and agencies to provide public access opportunities at these locations: Bow 
Lake, Strafford; Lovell Lake, Wakefield; Suncook Lake, Barnstead; Goshen Lake, Goshen; Oliverian Brook 
Flood Control Impoundment, Benton; Deering Reservoir, Deering; Milton Three Ponds, Milton; and the 
Waumbek and Rowe sites on the Salmon Falls River, Milton. 
 

 Chesham Pond Dam – Harrisville: Completed much of the major reconstruction work to repair 
the dam, including replacement of the gated outlet works and reconstruction of the right 
training wall. There are no public boat ramps on the lake, but the lake has limited access at the 
dam, which is just upstream of Chesham Road. 

 

 Island Pond Dam – Stoddard: Completed the installation of a new steel walkway structure and 
rehabilitation of the concrete piers supporting the walkway and the outlet structures. The new 
gates will be installed when received. There is a town-owned public access site with no posted 
restrictions on the pond.    

 

 Mendums Pond Dam – Nottingham: Installed railing on the dam crest to eliminate fall 
hazard.  Plans are to request engineering design services for an earth buttress on the 
downstream side of the dam to address the long term stability of the laid stone and earthen 
gravity structure.  The University of New Hampshire maintains a public boat ramp that is opened 
during the boating season between the hours of 11:30 AM and 7:00 PM. The dam is accessible 
through the University of New Hampshire’s recreation area which abuts the dam. 
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 Drowns and Dolloff Dams – Pawtuckaway Lake - Nottingham: Sponsored a Probable Failure 
Modes Analysis for the dams and dikes on Pawtuckaway Lake (Dolloff Dam, Drowns Dam, 
Drowns Dike, Gove Dike). Installed seepage monitoring weirs at all four locations. Initiated pre-
design investigations necessary to design repairs to reduce seepage through the dam and 
rehabilitate the earth embankment. Nottingham’s town beach abuts Drowns Dam and both 
dams are accessible to the public. There is a state-owned boat ramp on the lake, and 
Pawtuckaway State Park has two other access sites to the lake. 

 

 Berry Bay Dam, Ossipee Lake – Ossipee, Freedom and Effingham: Completed construction of 
the major excavation, reinforced concrete structures and backfill for the replacement dam (50 
feet downstream of existing spillway). Construction will recommence in June 2020 to equip the 
new dam with hydraulically-operated spillway gates to increase the discharge capacity of the 
dam and reduce the risk of in-lake flooding. The existing dam is being used as a cofferdam 
during construction to maintain the levels of Ossipee Lake during construction. There is a state-
owned park on the lake, as well as state-owned and town-owned boat ramps on the lake and its 
tributary rivers  

 

 Goose Pond – Canaan and Enfield: Engineering design services are approved for rehabilitation 
of the earth embankment and outlet structure. There is a NHDES-owned public recreation area 
on the lake including a boat ramp.  

 
Other Dam Bureau Construction Projects 
 

 Lakeport Dam, Lake Winnipesaukee – Laconia: Replaced wooden apron boards and installed 
railings at the dam. There is a state-owned park on the lake, as well as state-owned and town-
owned boat ramps on the lake and its tributary rivers.  

 

 Highland Lake Dam, Highland Lake – Stoddard: Installed new gate and gatehouse at the outlet 
of the dam. There is a Road-To-Public-Waters access on the lake, not near the dam. 

 

 Lake Sunapee Dam, Lake Sunapee – Sunapee: Repaired wooden gates at the outlet structure.  
There is a state-owned park on the lake, as well as state-owned and town-owned boat ramps. 

 

 Horace Lake Dam (Weare Reservoir), Horace Lake – Weare: Repaired embankment erosion and 
installed safety install. There is public boat access to the lake for a fee from a town owned ramp 
not near the dam. 

 

Wetlands Bureau  
 
The Wetlands Bureau and Shoreland Program continue to work with permit applicants to ensure that 
public services are provided whenever a marina is proposed for a lake, a river, or the seacoast. Private 
marinas may charge a launch fee that is unregulated by NHDES. The Wetlands Bureau and Shoreland 
Program are working with the NHF&G Public Access Program to develop maintenance plans, including 
schedules and protocols, for various public access sites owned by NHF&G across the state.  
 
In 2019, the Wetlands Bureau issued the following permits:  
 

 107 Seasonal Dock Notifications (New docks).  

 110 Dock Permit by Notifications (New or repair/replace). 
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 164 Standard Dock Permits (New or repair/replace/reconfigure). 

 5 Dock Permits at Public Access Sites (Repair/replace/reconfigure).  
Files: 2019-02727, 2019-00849, 2019-01895, 2018-02612, 2018-03543. 
 

 109 Beach Permits (Access stairs, new, repair/maintenance, or replenish). 

 6 Beach Permits at Public Access Sites (Access stairs, expansion, or replenish).  
Files:  2019-02647, 2019-00944, 2019-01200, 2019-01553, 2019-00591, 2019-00070 
 

 10 Boat Ramp/Launch Permits (repair/maintain/expansion/construction. Does not include 
removals. Does not include kayak/canoe/foot ramps/launch). 

Watershed Management Bureau  
 
The Watershed Management Bureau uses a holistic and integrated approach to achieve clean water 
goals. Both regulatory and non-regulatory programs work together within the Bureau to integrate 
science, policy, planning and education to address water quality and quantity, nonpoint source 
pollution, stormwater, and exotic species. There are over 20 programs and activities within the Bureau 
several of which contribute to and support public access in New Hampshire. 
 

Clean Vessel Act Program 

 

The New Hampshire Clean Vessel Act (CVA) program is a cooperative effort between NHDES and the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. The federal CVA provides funds to states for the construction, renovation, 
operation, and maintenance of pumpout/dump services as well as education and outreach. Since 2002, 
New Hampshire funding has been applied to the operation of a mobile pumpout service along the coast. 
In 2015, a second mobile pumpout vessel was added to specifically service Hampton Harbor. In addition 
to the mobile services, funding is applied toward the repair or construction of new pumpout facilities. 
These grants have also been used to implement an Operation and Maintenance (O&M) funding program 
that has assisted marinas in general seasonal upkeep costs since 2006. Program participants ensure 
existing pumpout resources remain in proper working condition by using O&M reimbursement.    
 

These options are key factors in maintaining a No Discharge Area (NDA) for New Hampshire waters. 
Federal law prohibits the discharge of treated or untreated boat sewage in water that is designated a 
NDA. All waters within three miles of the New Hampshire shoreline and the Isles of Shoals are part of 
the coastal NDA. Tidal and estuarine waters, including all bays and rivers to the tidal dams, are also 
incorporated in the coastal NDA. All inland waters are designated as an NDA and New Hampshire also 
enforces more stringent “no discharge” regulations for inland waters under state law.  
 

Coastal Waters: Four stationary pumpout locations and two mobile pumpout boats are currently 
available to the recreational boating public along New Hampshire’s coast (one of the four stationary 
pumpout locations is in Maine). All of the New Hampshire stationary facilities have taken part in CVA 
funds at one point either for initial installation or seasonal repairs. One of the three locations (Great Bay 
Marine in Newington) was awarded 2019 CVA O&M funding for their stationary pumpout unit. One 
stationary facility (Hampton River Marina in Hampton) that was out of order for the 2018 season was 
granted repair/replacement funding and the facility is now operational. 
 

The mobile pumpout services receive CVA funding through multi-year contracts. Since 2002, 
approximately 199,000 gallons of sewage have been removed from recreational boats through the use 
of the mobile pumpout services. The two services pumped out about 573 boats, properly disposing of an 
estimated 13,623 gallons of sewage/wastewater. The popularity and effectiveness of the mobile 
pumpouts have been evident in the consistency in numbers of boats using the service and wastewater 
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pumped since the program’s implementation. Seasonal activity within the recreational boating 
community varies from year to year depending on economic and weather conditions.  
 

Inland Waters: New Hampshire has approximately 17 pump/dump facilities with 15 (12 of which are 
public access) devoted to Lake Winnipesaukee and one public facility on Lake Winnisquam. A public 
dump station is located within Sunapee Harbor on Lake Sunapee. Approximately 50% of the available 
pump/dump facilities have taken part in CVA funding at one point or another either for initial 
installation or seasonal repairs. Three marinas on Lake Winnipesaukee were awarded 2019 CVA O&M 
funding for their stationary pumpout units. 
 

Promotion of proper boating practices and the NDA designation was continued in 2019 by providing 
outreach and education material to marinas and boaters. No marine toilet, sink, or shower on any boat 
operated upon fresh waters of the state shall be so constructed or operated as to discharge graywater 
or sewage (whether it is treated or not) per RSA 487:2-3.   
 

The CVA program anticipates funding construction, renovation, and maintenance of systems as 
necessary in 2020. Currently there is one grant that is pending approval, which would provide funding to 
replace a failing stationary pumpout on Lake Winnipesaukee. Education and outreach to marinas, 
pumpout/dump stations, and the boater community in general will continue both for inland and coastal 
waters. 

 
Public Beach Inspection Program  
 

Freshwater Beach Inspection Program  
 
The goal of the NHDES Public Beach Inspection Program is to ensure safe swimming for beach-goers 
across the state. Beaches in the freshwater beach inspection program are inspected for E. coli bacteria 
between Memorial Day and Labor Day. NHDES issues public advisories when elevated bacteria levels are 
found. Over time, we have gained a better understanding of the relative frequency of elevated bacteria 
at public swimming beaches in New Hampshire. Through this monitoring effort, we have evaluated 
which beaches are typically “clean” and which have recurring bacterial issues. 
 

In 2019, 76 freshwater beaches were inspected by the Beach Program between June 3 and August 29. 
Of those, 32 beaches continued monthly monitoring, while 42 beaches increased sampling efforts to 
every other week. There were also three State Park Beaches that were monitored weekly (Sunapee, 
Pawtuckaway, and Bear Brook). There were 378 routine beach inspections (not including resampling due 
to advisories) and a total of 1,291 freshwater beach samples were collected by the Beach Program. 
There were 182 E. coli samples that exceeded the state standards, resulting in the issuance of 60 
freshwater beach advisories. The shortest advisory lasted one day while the longest advisory lasted 50 
days. Of the beaches with advisories issued, the average length for advisories was 5.8 days. To view 
result details for each beach in 2019, there are lists of record results and there are 76 short beach 
reports available on the NHDES OneStop database for freshwater beaches monitored. 
 

The Beach Program also implements visual surveillance for cyanobacteria blooms per beach 
inspection,with approximately 500 cyanobacterial beach inspections made in 2019. NHDES issues 
cyanobacteria advisories when concentrations exceed 70,000 cells/ml. In 2019, there were over 600 
samples analyzed for cyanobacteria by NHDES due to public complaints. NHDES issued 35 cyanobacteria 
related advisories at 29 different waterbodies in 2019. The total number of cyanobacteria advisory days 
was additively 697. The average length of an advisory was 20 days, with two days as the shortest and 
112 days as the longest number of days. Anabaena (Dolichospermum) was the most common taxa of 
cyanobacteria observed by NHDES. Other common taxa included Microcystis, Oscillatoria (Planktothrix), 
Woronichinia and Gloeotrichia. Cyanobacteria and harmful algal bloom monitoring efforts continue to 

http://www4.des.state.nh.us/DESOnestop/BCHList.aspx
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develop through the Beach Program and (newly founded in 2020) Harmful Algal and Cyanobacterial 
Bloom Program. 
 

Coastal Beach Inspection Program 
 
The coastal beach inspection program of the NHDES Public Beach Inspection Program is a federally- 
funded program (under the BEACH Act) that provides resources for coastal beach research and 
monitoring. NHDES inspected 16 coastal public swimming beaches for enterococci bacteria in 2019. The 
2019 swim season in New Hampshire was 99 days long, translating into 1,584 beach days collectively for 
all 16 beaches. During the swim season, Memorial Day through Labor Day, six beaches were inspected 
twice weekly, two were inspected weekly, and eight were sampled twice a month according to a tiered 
monitoring assessment. Staff members conducted 252 inspections and collected 777 samples (plus 80 
field duplicates). Bacteria results from coastal beach inspections resulted in three advisories from two of 
the 16 coastal beaches (North Hampton State Beach and Foss Beach).  There were eight total advisory 
days in 2019 compared to 37 total advisory days in 2018. The mean length of advisory days in 2019 was 
2.5 days. Additionally, the NHDES Beach Program sampled the culvert north of North Hampton State 
Beach and an outlet (twice weekly during the swim season or 26 scheduled visits) from Parsons Creek to 
the popular swimming beach, Wallis Sands (aka Pirates Cove), in order to better understand the source 
of bacteria for these particular beaches. Furthermore, NHDES and NH Surfrider have collaborated an 
effort to continue monitoring outside of the swim season for two popular surfing beaches; North 
Hampton State Beach and Sawyer Beach. Beach bacteria data results and 16 short reports are available 
on the NHDES OneStop database for each coastal beach monitored in 2019. 

 
Exotic Species Program  
 
The primary purpose of New Hampshire’s Exotic Aquatic Plant Program is to “prevent the 
introduction and further dispersal of exotic aquatic weeds and to manage or eradicate exotic aquatic 
weed infestations in the surface waters of the state” (RSA 487:17, II). The program focuses on 
submerged exotic aquatic plants, including variable milfoil (Myriophyllum heterophyllum), Eurasian 
milfoil (Myriophyllum spicatum), fanwort (Cabomba caroliniana), Brazilian elodea (Egeria densa), 
and water chestnut (Trapa natans), among other species.  

The program, initiated in 1981, has five focus areas: 1) Prevention of new infestations; 2) Monitoring 
for early detection of new infestations to facilitate rapid control activities; 3) Control of new and 
established infestations; 4) Research towards new control methods with the goal of reducing or 
eliminating infested areas; and 5) Regional cooperation. The program is funded through a fee 
derived from New Hampshire boat registrations. 

Prevention Activities:  NHDES prevention activities in 2019 included presentations to a variety of 
groups, development and dissemination of education materials, posting of signage, and in-state and 
regional partnerships for continued and expanded educational campaigns about aquatic invasive 
species.  Other groups, such as NH LAKES and New Hampshire Rivers Council, as well as individual lake 
and river associations, marinas, and other state agencies (Fish and Game, Department of Safety, 
Department of Natural and Cultural Resources) across the state, also contributed greatly to prevention 
activities in their local areas in cooperation with NHDES.  
 
Monitoring Activities:  In 2019, 89 waterbodies (several of them multiple times) were inspected for 
exotic plant species infestations. The Exotic Species Program anticipates conducting at least the same 
number of lake inspections in 2020 for waterbodies with a high potential for exotic species infestations. 
The total number of management actions for exotic plant control in 2019 included hand pulling 30 
waterbodies, diver-assisted suction harvest 42 waterbodies, and 23 herbicide treatments.   

http://www4.des.state.nh.us/DESOnestop/BCHList.aspx)
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Also in 2019, the Exotic Species Program tracked 90 infested waterbodies, with 115 total infestations. 
Two new infestations were documented in 2019; one new Asian clam population in Little Island Pond in 
Pelham, and a new spiny naiad infestation in Country Pond in Newton. Most infestations of invasive 
aquatic plants in New Hampshire are variable milfoil. No zebra mussels have yet been reported in New 
Hampshire, but the Asian Clam has been documented in a number of waterbodies, and the Chinese 
mystery snail is in dozens of waterbodies.  Additionally, new volunteer Weed Watcher groups were 
trained in 2019, to increase the number of volunteers actively monitoring waterbodies across the state 
for new infestations, so they could be reported and acted on quickly. 
 
Aquatic Invasive Plant Control Funds and Management of Aquatic Invasive Plants: In 2019, NHDES 
provided aquatic invasive plant grants (at the 25% match level) to 43 organizations to control the growth 
of exotic aquatic plants. Control projects included a mix of diver hand removal, diver-assisted suction 
harvesting, and herbicide treatment. Some benthic barrier placement was also conducted. 
  
Milfoil and Other Exotic Plants Prevention and Research Fund: One grant was awarded in 2019 for 
environmental DNA research with the University of New Hampshire, as part of a regional collaborative 
study. A grant for prevention activities was awarded to NH LAKES for implementation of the Lake Host 
Courtesy Boat Inspection Program at 100 public access sites around New Hampshire and the Best Tech 
Spread Prevention Program. Through the Lake Host Program, courtesy boat inspections and information 
are offered to transient boaters to educate them about the threat of aquatic invasive species, and Lake 
Hosts convey the importance of cleaning, draining and drying transient recreational gear (boats, trailers, 
anchors, fishing equipment and any other items that contact surface waters) before using it in another 
waterbody, thereby helping to limit the spread of aquatic invasive species. Through the Best Tech 
Program, 2019 grant funds were used to help purchase a CD3 (clean, drain, dry, and dispose) mobile unit 
through which NH LAKES demonstrates technological approaches to improving aquatic invasive species 
spread prevention. NH LAKES generates an independent annual report of its aquatic invasive species 
spread prevention activities across all lakes and ponds in New Hampshire. 
  

Mercury in Fish Program  
 
The NHDES Jody Connor Limnology Center (JCLC) organizes a fish-tissue analysis program for both state 
and national fish tissue studies. The JCLC processes and analyzes fish tissue for mercury content. Fish are 
submitted by the general public from around the state for analysis. The Biology Section of the 
Watershed Management Bureau is currently working on updating the long-term study in which certain 
ponds are monitored over time to allow for trend analysis on the concentration of mercury in New 
Hampshire fish tissue. 

The JCLC plays a critical role in the state’s mercury in fish tissue study program. NHDES is responsible for 
organizing the collection of fish specimens for state and national fish tissue studies. All data collected in 
this program are used to support both state-wide advisories as well as individual lake advisories for 
human fish consumption. Fish are collected by VLAP volunteers using traditional fishing methods, by 
NHDES and NHF&G staff using fish electroshock boats during the summer months and at ice fishing 
tournaments during the winter. The number of fish collected and processed by JCLC over the past 
several years has ranged from a high of 341 in 2015 to a low of 42 in 2010. The number of fish processed 
in 2019 was 66. 
 
The data are used to conduct risk assessments for mercury exposure for the game fish-consuming 
public. This risk assessment results in statewide and, if appropriate, waterbody-specific fish 
consumption advisories for various species of fish. The data are also used to track trends over time in 
the mercury content in fish tissue. A summary report was initiated in 2015 and was finalized in 2017. 
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The report includes data from 1992 through 2016. For the most current information regarding the 
consumption of freshwater fish, please visit the NHDES Health Risk Assessment webpage at: 
http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/air/pehb/ehs/hrap/index.htm 

 
Biomonitoring Program  
 
The NHDES biomonitoring program was established in the mid-1990s in response to an EPA directive for 
states to develop the capacity to characterize the condition of its aquatic communities. Since that time, 
the program has focused on the development and implementation of biological condition indices for 
rivers and streams. The program also collects chemical and habitat data, which is used in conjunction 
with biological data to complete comprehensive water quality assessments of river and stream 
segments.   
 
In 2019, the biomonitoring program assisted other Watershed Management Bureau staff with 
deployment and retrieval of 23 water temperature loggers and completing water quality monitoring at 
40 trend monitoring sites and 25 synoptic monitoring sites between May and October. At 38 of these 
locations (28 trend, 10 synoptic), biomonitoring staff were responsible for coordinating the collection of 
macroinvertebrate data. With assistance from Watershed Management Bureau staff, rock baskets were 
deployed and retrieved approximately eight weeks later. Collection of fish data occurred for 76 events (9 
trend, 51 synoptic, 16 probability) at 71 different locations. 
 
For the fifth consecutive year, NHDES and the New Hampshire Fish and Game Department worked 
cooperatively to complete fish surveys at several trend sites. The biomonitoring program also assisted 
NHFG with Eastern Brook Trout surveys, and river herring surveys. 
 
Biomonitoring program efforts included in this report summarize the collection macroinvertebrate and 
fish data satisfying trend, synoptic and probability-based monitoring efforts. In 2019, biological 
monitoring included 118 macroinvertebrate samples (42 sample sites) and 76 fish samples, resulting in 
the generation of more than 26,000 combined data points. The number of macroinvertebrate data 
records is an estimate based on the average number of macroinvertebrates per sample collected from 
2000-2013. Actual data will be available in mid-2020.  
 

Surface Water Quality Assessments and Probabilistic-Based Sampling  
 
The federal Clean Water Act requires states to develop and adopt surface water quality standards that 
include designated uses for all surface waters, criteria to support the designated uses, and an 
antidegradation policy. Designated uses are the desirable uses that surface waters should support such 
as swimming (i.e., primary contact recreation) and fishing (i.e., aquatic life). Every two years NHDES 
must submit to EPA for approval a list of all impaired waters for which a Total Maximum Daily Load 
study is needed, commonly called the 303(d) List. EPA approved the 2018 303(d) lists on February 25, 
2020. The 303(d) List for the 2020 assessment cycle is currently being drafted.    
 
Water Quality Monitoring of Rivers: Since site-specific water quality assessments tend to focus on 
rivers and streams with known problems, the results of the assessments are not indicative of water 
quality statewide with respect to designated uses, including “primary contact recreation” (i.e. 
swimming) and “aquatic life.” To create a broader picture of water quality in the state’s rivers for those 
designated uses, NHDES also conducted a probabilistic assessment of wadeable streams having a 
watershed area of greater than two square miles which was used for the 2016 water quality assessment 
report. In other words, streams were randomly sampled between 2013 and 2017 to make inferences 
about the water quality of all New Hampshire’s streams. The assessment found that by stream miles, 
59.2 percent supported the “aquatic life” designated use and 18.1 percent did not, while NHDES was 

http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/air/pehb/ehs/hrap/index.htm
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unable to assess the remaining 22.7 percent. The assessment found that by stream miles, 70.3 percent 
supported the “primary contact recreation” (i.e. swimming) designated use and 7.0 percent did not, 
while NHDES was unable to assess the remaining 22.7 percent. 
 
Lake Assessment and Probabilistic-Based Sampling: As part of the Lake Trophic Survey Program (LTSP) a 
total of 30 lakes were sampled in 2019 (10 from those selected in 2019; 10 from the 2018 selection; 10 
from the 2017 selection). In 2019 the LTSP reported on lakes that were selected in 2016. The reports 
have been completely revamped and are being made available on both the NHDES Lake Water Quality 
Reports website and the Lake Information Mapper. Additionally, in 2019 the LTSP concluded the state 
intensification sampling based on the EPA’s National Lakes Assessment (NLA) draw by sampling 15 
lakes. The intensification effort was initiated in 2017.  A report on this sampling effort is expected by 
early next year.  
 
The last probabilistic sampling of New Hampshire lakes was completed in 2009 and the evaluation of 
that data in terms of supporting designated uses was used for the 2016 water quality assessment report. 
Fifty lakes out of a sample set of 1,004 lakes greater than ten acres were sampled. The results showed 
that over 95% of the lakes supported the “primary contact recreation” (i.e. swimming) use.  All lakes 
supported the swimming use based on bacteria; the non-support lakes were due to elevated chlorophyll 
(planktonic algae) levels or the presence of a cyanobacteria scum. All lakes fully supported the 
secondary contact (i.e. boating) use. Less than 4% of the lakes fully supported the “aquatic life” use. 
Lakes did not support “aquatic life” use for a variety of reasons, and a given lake could be impaired for 
multiple reasons. Low pH values were the main cause for non-support (84%), followed by nutrients as 
represented by chlorophyll and total phosphorus (56%). Many of the lakes sampled had public access 

facilities.        

 

Volunteer Lake Assessment Program (VLAP)  
 
During 2019, 475 individual sampling events were conducted at a total of 177 lakes and ponds by 500 
volunteers and VLAP biologists, including 185 lake deep spot stations and approximately 500 river/ 
stream stations which feed these lakes. VLAP generated approximately 16,274 total sample results 
requiring approximately 3,717 hours of sampling time. By sampling a lake several times each year over a 
period of years, long-term water quality trends can be discerned. The sampling efforts of the volunteer 
monitors supplement the significantly reduced sampling and assessment efforts of NHDES, saving the 
state personnel and travel costs estimated at $96,000 during 2019. Only through the help of volunteer 
monitors can such a volume of sampling be accomplished throughout the state, providing data on the 
cleanliness of New Hampshire’s lakes for swimmers and boaters.  
 

Volunteer River Assessment Program (VRAP)  
 
During 2019, VRAP supported 28 volunteer groups who monitored water quality at 210 river and stream 
stations while collecting nearly 7,000 individual sample results. VRAP volunteers used handheld meters 
to collect field measurements of pH, water temperature, dissolved oxygen, specific conductance, and 
turbidity while also collecting water samples for chloride and E. coli analysis. The majority of these data 
will be used for the 2020 305(b)/303(d) water quality report. For many of the VRAP rivers and 
tributaries, the volunteers provide NHDES with its only source of water quality data. As with VLAP, VRAP 
volunteers provide the agency with high-quality data while saving the state significant expense. 
 

Rivers and Lakes Management and Protection Programs  
 
The Rivers and Lakes Management and Protection Programs provide a mechanism for public recognition 
and management of important state waterbodies along with the development and implementation of 

http://des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/pip/publications/documents/r-wd-16-17.pdf
http://nhdes.maps.arcgis.com/home/
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statewide surface water management policies, including public access. Work conducted by staff and 
over 200 volunteers protects the state’s surface waters for the benefit of residents, visitors, and wildlife.  
 
In 2019, Local River Management Advisory Committee (LAC) volunteers reviewed 220 permit 
applications to ensure that water quality and habitat in the state’s designated rivers would be 
maintained or enhanced by the projects proposed. Among the comments frequently submitted on these 
applications are requests to add or improve the public’s access to rivers or the lakes through which they 
flow.   
 
Rivers and Lakes programs staff regularly collaborate with the PWAAB on information specific to 
proposed waterfront state surplus land disposals, and work with state agencies in support of state access 
sites. In 2019, the programs considered five proposals to dispose of state-owned land on which public 
access impacts could be significant.  
 

1. Lease of 65,000 sq. ft. of railroad property near the Connecticut River in Lebanon by the New 
Hampshire Department of Transportation (NHDOT) – The Rivers Management Advisory 
Committee (RMAC) and the Mascoma River LAC recommended that the proposed lease be 
denied due to concerns that the lease would limit the property’s potential use by the city for a 
park and public river access.  The proposal was withdrawn by NHDOT.  
 

2. Sale of 1.7 acres on the Connecticut River in Charlestown – The RMAC evaluated the property for 
a potential boat ramp, but determined the site was not suitable and did not object to the sale.  

 

3. Sale of 0.48 acres of land in Winchester near the Ashuelot River and adjacent to a rail trail – The 
RMAC had no objection to the sale, but recognized the Ashuelot River LAC’s objection to the 
disposal in a desire to retain the property for rail trail and covered bridge viewing parking.  

 

4. Sale of 1.8 acres of limited access right-of-way between I-89 and the Warner River to the Town of 
Warner to extend the recreational trail along the river – The RMAC did not object to the sale 
with the understanding that Warner continue to work with the New Hampshire Fish and Game 
Department to minimize impact to sensitive floodplain wetland and wood turtle habitat. 

 

5. Sale of 87 acres adjacent to the Taylor River and Taylor Pond for commercial development – The 
Lakes Management Advisory Committee (LMAC) evaluated this property for a public car top boat 
access site, but determined that the property was not well suited. Both the RMAC and the LMAC 
opposed the sale due to impacts to prime and other wetlands, but plans for the sale and 
development are moving forward. 

 
Finally, both the RMAC and LMAC comment on legislation relating to public access to, and use of, the 
state’s surface waters. In 2019 the RMAC opposed House Bill 640 to require operators of non-motorized 
boats to pay a boat registration fee, which they felt would limit access to public water for paddlers. The 
RMAC supported a bill to limit the impact of ice prevention devices for docks, as overuse creates 
dangerously thin ice beyond the area of the dock to be protected. Finally, the RMAC also opposed Senate 
Bill 160, which would have allowed swimming at public boat access sites rather than keeping access sites 
separate for safety reasons.  
 

New Hampshire Coastal Program  
 
Adopt-A-Spot: In 2019, the New Hampshire Coastal Program adopted a portion of the Great Bay 
National Wildlife Refuge at Fabyan Point on Great Bay in Newington, through the Blue Ocean Society’s 
Adopt-a-Beach Program and under the direction of a member of the management team at the refuge.  
Coastal Program staff committed to clean up this spot twice a year and to record the items collected on 
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data cards provided by the Blue Ocean Society. In 2019, staff conducted two cleanups, with one in the 
spring and one in the fall. The total pounds of trash collected was 279lbs, including some large bulky 
items like barrels and coolers. The Coastal Program is planning to continue its participation in the Adopt-
A-Spot program.   
 
Beach Cleanups: Volunteers play an important role in keeping New Hampshire’s beaches clean. In 2019, 
the Coastal Program supported the Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation’s beach cleanup 
programs through grant funding. The grant supported the Society’s Adopt-a-Beach Program and the 
annual New Hampshire Coastal Clean Up, held in conjunction with International Coastal Cleanup Day on 
the third Saturday in September, as well as opportunistic cleanups conducted with local businesses, 
schools and project partners.  The Blue Ocean Society for Marine Conservation achieved the following: 
 
During the cleanups conducted in New Hampshire last year, 3,409 volunteers spent 5,561 hours 
removing 6,152 pounds of litter from New Hampshire’s beaches and Great Bay. Over 108,000 pieces of 
litter were recorded on data cards, helping the Society understand trends in marine debris and how to 
target outreach to prevent it from happening.   
 
Volunteers continued to find biofilm chips (“Hooksett disks”) from the accidental spill in Hooksett, New 
Hampshire that occurred in March 2011. At least 116 disks were found in 2019. A web site and map 
(reportdisks.org) were developed to collect the sightings of these disks. 
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The Department of Natural and Cultural Resources Division of Forests and Lands, and Division 
of Parks and Recreation (DNCR) manages 219 State owned properties (including but not limited 
to state forests, parks, trails, natural areas, beaches, waysides, scenic areas, and historic sites)  
comprising 169,169 acres, 42 conservation easements comprising 244,823 acres, and 3 federal 
owned properties comprising 13,446 acres for a range of natural resource values including 
public recreation and forest management.  Many of DNCR managed lands include public water 
access resources such as shorelines, developed beaches, boat launches, impoundments, and 
fishing facilities. Bodies of water include, but are not limited to, the Atlantic Ocean as well as 
numerous lakes, ponds, rivers and streams. The DNCR also manages several federally funded 
financial assistance grant programs that may be used to acquire and/or develop state, local 
and/or private lands for public water access purposes. The following is a report of activities 
relative to public water access within the 2019 calendar year. 
  

DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION 
 
State Parks Operations/Planning/Development 

• Odiorne Point State Park (Rye): A new tollbooth for day-use fee collection was installed 
at the Seavey Creek boat launch parking area (ALLSITES #0015) located at the northwest 
end of the park off Route 1A.  

• Rye Harbor State Park (Rye): Replaced viewing deck at “Awecomin’s Marsh” on West 
side of Route 1A. In order to reclaim the ocean view, removal of invasive vegetation was 
conducted around the parking area on the East side of Route 1A (ALLSITES #5506).  

• Jenness State Beach (Rye): The bathhouse redevelopment project was completed in 
May, more than doubling the total square footage of the previous facility from 443 to 
1040 with larger men’s and women’s rooms, plus the addition of a family bathroom 
(ALLSITES #8916).  

• Hampton Beach State Park (Hampton): In October, dredging of Hampton Harbor began 
as part of the Army Corp of Engineers navigation maintenance project. The project will 
continue into 2020 and will restore navigable channel and anchorage depths between 6 
to 8 feet, serving several public access sites within the harbor. Sand reclaimed from 
dredging will be deposited on Hampton Beach (ALLSITES #8917) and Seabrook Beach to 
be used for beach restoration/reclamation purposes. For Hampton Beach, this includes 
the area from the Hampton River Jetty at the southern point, to Haverhill Ave at the 
northern point.    

• Umbagog Lake State Park (Cambridge): Construction of the new bathhouse was 
completed in July. The 1,440 square foot facility includes men’s and women’s toilet 
rooms, family bathroom, shower stalls (3), laundry area, and dishwashing area. 
(ALLSITES #5502) 

 
Bureau of Historic Sites 

• No activities to report. 
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Office of Community Recreation  
Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) State and Local Assistance Program:  
LWCF is a 50/50 matching grant program funded by the National Park Service (NPS) and 
managed in NH by the NH DNCR for outdoor public recreation land acquisition and/or 
development projects. Eligible project sponsors are limited to state and local government 
entities. The following projects, relative to public water access, were approved by the NPS in 
2019: 

• #33-00723, Town of Windham, Moeckel Pond Dam Restoration: The Town of Windham 
will reconstruct the Moekel Pond Dam, creating a new spillway and cutoff wall, which 
will restore Moeckel Pond (aka Simpson Pond) to its historic high-water elevation 
(approximately 153’) and approximately 40 acres of open water. Other improvements 
include parking facilities and pathway to a car-top boat launch site (No assigned 
ALLSITES #). The parking area is accessible via Bayleaf Way in the Town of Pelham. This 
parking area will also serve as a trailhead to the abutting Dear Leap Conservation Area 
which provides over 2000’ of shoreline to the pond. The restoration of Moeckel Pond 
will reestablish a navigable route to the connected 34-acre Rock Pond. Rock Pond is 
otherwise accessible via Abbot Road (No assigned ALLSITES #).  

 
Bureau of Trails 

• No activities to report. 
 
 

DIVISION OF FORESTS AND LANDS 
  
Natural Heritage Bureau 

• Ossipee Lake Natural Area (Ossipee): The annual inventory of plants in this globally rare 
natural community system occurred in September. The sustained and improving 
population trends of several species of plants listed as threatened in NH is a sign of the 
success of the management plan. No new access has been added and no further 
restrictions have been implemented. The designated public use area remains as access 
by boat only. (ALLSITES #9907) 

 
Forest Management Bureau 

• Cardigan Mountain State Forest (Orange): The gate at New Colony Road, on the 
northwest end of the property, was closed to public vehicular traffic due to a storm 
related washout. This gravel road typically provides access to an unnamed beaver pond 
(No assigned ALLSITES #). Pedestrian access remains permitted. The Division anticipates 
making repairs to the road in the summer of 2020.  

 
Land Management Bureau 

• No activities to report. 
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 DATE February 2, 2020 

FROM Captain Timothy C. Dunleavy AT (OFFICE) Marine Patrol HQ, Gilford 

SUBJECT 2019 Annual Report 

TO Colonel Christopher J. Wagner 
Director, Division of State Police 

 Attention: Major Matthew S. Shapiro 
        Executive Major 

   
 Major John A. Encarnacao 

Commander - Operations Bureau 
   

        Captain Nathan A. Noyes 
        Commander - Field Area III 
 
Colonel Wagner, 
 
 
Please find attached a copy of the Marine Patrol 2019 Annual Report.  If you have any questions 
or concerns, please let me know.  I would be happy to discuss any of the information contained 
in the report. 
 
                 

Respectfully Submitted, 
 

  
        Timothy C. Dunleavy ID #003 
        Captain, Marine Patrol Bureau  
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  2019 Marine Patrol 

Annual Report 

 
 
 
The Division of State Police Marine Patrol is the only boating law enforcement agency with 
jurisdiction on all of the State’s Great Ponds.  This includes all bodies of water ten acres or more 
in size. 
 
The Marine Patrol’s mission is to ensure that all who use our public waters may do so in a safe 
environment and that a reasonable balance is maintained among the many competing uses.  The 
Marine Patrol endeavors to maintain the high standard of residential, recreational and scenic 
values that have made New Hampshire a popular recreation destination.  
 
The eight full-time sworn officers of the Marine Patrol possess a wide range of experience and 
skills.  Most have instructor level certifications in the use of force disciplines including defensive 
tactics and firearms, as well as specific boat related certifications.  Specialties include Boating 
Accident Reconstruction/Advanced Crash Reconstruction, Tactical Boat Operation, Personal 
Watercraft Operation, Boating Safety Instructors, Seated Field Sobriety Testing and Search and 
Rescue.  Officers routinely assist and offer training at the Police Standards and Training Council 
(PSTC) Academy and at local police and fire departments.  
 
Marine Patrol’s sworn personnel routinely patrol over 265 of the state’s 975 public bodies of 
water during the boating season.  The Lake Winnipesaukee patrol, the largest covering 72 square 
miles, covers eight towns and two counties.  The Atlantic Ocean patrol covers 158 miles of 
shoreline from Great Bay to Seabrook.  In 2019, Marine Patrol employed 31 seasonal officers. 
The peak recreational boating season in New Hampshire typically runs from Memorial Day to 
Labor Day with significant traffic on weekends from late April through late October.  Marine 
Patrol vessels logged just over 9,000 hours on State waters in 2019. 
 
The 2019 season continued the trend of increased boating activity on our State’s waterways since 
the mid-2000’s.  Total boat registrations statewide increased from 97,273 to 97,960.  Reportable 
accidents dropped from 50 to 39 (with a reduction in personal injury accidents from 18 to 16) 
with fatalities dropping from five to three.  
For the reporting year 2019, Seasonal Marine Patrol Officers generated the following activity: 
  
o Responded to 1,788 calls for service  
o Issued 2,039 warnings 
o Issued 711 summonses 
o Issued 104 defective equipment tags 
o Made 20 arrests 
o Assisted 136 boaters in distress 



State of New Hampshire 
Inter-Department Communication 

 
 
 
 
o Performed 37 water rescues 
o Conducted five courtesy boat inspections 
o Investigated 39 accidents, 27 property damage accidents, 16 personal injury accidents and 

three fatalities 
o Responded to/Investigated 11 boat fires 
o Investigated nine Drownings (Not boat related)  
o Investigated 55 reports of hazards to navigation 

 
The Marine Patrol not only conducts waterborne law enforcement operations, it also serves as 
the primary responder to many inhabited islands for both law enforcement and medical 
emergency calls.  All officers are certified in basic first aid and CPR and are trained in the use of 
Automated External Defibrillators (AED’s).  Officers responded to 36 medical aid calls and 
performed six welfare checks. 
 
Marine Patrol Officers also responded to 15 trespassing complaints, 11 disturbances (domestic, 
etc.), eight wildlife complaints, five reports of missing persons, recovered 97 missing/drifting 
boat, and performed 26 outside agency assists. 
 
In addition to the sworn personnel, Marine Patrol employs 11 full-time civilian employees and 
three seasonal counter clerks.  These employees provide a tremendous amount of support to the 
sworn personnel and are often the “face” of the Marine Patrol for those members of the boating 
public conducting business transactions.  Civilians provide boating education opportunities, issue 
permits for moorings, swim lines, water events and parasailing.  They also provide commercial 
boat inspection and license opportunities.  Both sworn and civilian personnel maintain all the 
navigation aids on our lakes, ponds and rivers with floats and buoys assembled by the 
Maintenance Mechanics.  
 

Commercial Vessel Section 

 

Any vessel for hire, excursion vessels and boats operated in association with schools or camps 
are required to be inspected annually for seaworthiness and proper safety equipment.  In addition 
to thorough inspections, the boat can only be operated by a licensed commercial boat operator. 
 
For the reporting year 2019, Marine Patrol Officers registered 648 commercial boats, inspected 
668 commercial boats and administered 548 Commercial Boat Operator Exams.  Civilian staff 
scheduled all exams and inspections in addition to processing 646 new license and renewal 
license applications.  Officers conducted 29 regional public inspection/testing days and 58 public 
exam sessions at the request of the Commercial Boating Community. 
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Water Event Permits Section 

 

The Permits Section of Marine Patrol issues permits for water events such as fireworks displays 
over the water, races, triathlons, long distance swims, various fundraising events and fishing 
tournaments.  In addition, permits are issued for every swim line and water-ski slalom course 
placed on public waters. 
 
For the 2019 season, Marine Patrol issued 597 water event permits.  This included 319 fishing 
tournaments, 82 swim line permits, 40 slalom course permits, one ski jump and parasail permit 
and 156 water events. 
 

Navigation Maintenance Section 

 

The Marine Patrol Navigation Mechanics currently maintain the Division’s fleet of 64 boats.  
Mechanics are factory trained in the repair of both Mercury and Bombardier Marine Engines.  
These certifications allow Marine Patrol to maintain “Dealer Status” with these manufacturers 
giving the Marine Patrol warrantee center benefits. 
 
Marine Patrol boats range in length from 10 feet (Yamaha 4 stroke personal watercraft) to 40 feet 
(twin diesel jet drives on Winnipesaukee and the Atlantic Ocean).  All routine maintenance and 
major repairs are completed in-house on these boats.  
 
In addition to the boats and engines, approximately 66% of the Marine Patrol’s boats are 
routinely towed around the state on trailers.  These trailers are also maintained and repaired on 
site in Gilford and Belmont.   
 
The Marine Patrol also maintains approximately 2,150 navigation aids.  This includes 2,200 
buoys, 340 floating regulatory buoys and 130 floating light buoys.  The Marine Patrol purchases 
the raw materials for the buoys and the mechanics build them at a significant savings to the state. 
 
Buoys are maintained by both officers and mechanics throughout the boating season.  In addition 
to the installation and removal of navigational aids every spring and fall, personnel responded to 
replace and/or repair 187 aids in 2019.  
 

Moorings Program 

 

A mooring permit is required before placing a mooring on any of the seven lakes to which the 
law applies.  Those lakes include Winnipesaukee, Winnisquam, Sunapee, Newfound, Ossipee, 
Squam and Bow.  Effective October 1, 2017, Pleasant Lake in Deerfield was added to the 
moorings permit required list. 
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The Moorings Program permitted 5,428 moorings on those inland lakes requiring permits in 
2019.  4,778 mooring decals were issued and they processed 123 new applications.  11 mooring 
applications were denied.   
 
In addition, they processed 804 boat registrations. 
  

Boating Education Program 

 

During the period January 1, 2019 through December 31, 2019, the Boating Education Program 
conducted 160 boating classes and 171 public proctored exam sessions at 29 different venues 
around the state.  The boating classes yielded 3,071 newly certified boat operators while 4,643 
persons received their certificates after completing the on-line course and taking a proctored 
exam.  Three persons were issued their “NH Only” certification by successfully completing the 
test-out option.  
  
Since the mandatory education requirement became law, Marine Patrol has certified 
approximately 238,729 persons. 
 

Staff Development and Recruiting 

 

In September of 2018, the Marine Patrol filled their vacant Staff Development and Training 
Position.  With a primary focus on recruiting, Marine Patrol attended different recruiting events 
from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019.  These events included career fairs, college/campus 
visits and various regional employment security sponsored events.  In addition, all public 
relations events that are attended by the Marine Patrol include a recruiting theme as well as the 
promotion of boating education courses and safety practices.  In 2019, Marine Patrol attended 54 
college campus visits, generated 39 different recruiting social media posts, attended 35 job fairs, 
and published seven newspaper/online “help wanted” adds.  This activity generated 125 
applications for employment.   
 

Joint Enforcement Efforts 

 
In 2019, the Marine Patrol was assisted by 11 State Troopers from around the state to work 
alongside our Officers on the water.  The Troopers were cross-trained on New Hampshire 
boating laws and rules, the seated battery of field sobriety tests and waterborne patrol 
procedures.  This program has assisted the patrol efforts of the Marine Patrol by providing patrol 
depth and coverage from Pittsburg to the coast.   The majority of these Troopers started their law 
enforcement careers with Marine Patrol as Seasonal Officers.  Their previous experience lent to a 
smooth transition back to the water.  Plans for an expanded joint enforcement program is planned 
for 2020. 
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            Respectfully Submitted, 

         
          Timothy C. Dunleavy ID #003  
                   Captain, Marine Patrol Bureau  
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Mr. Thomas Quarles         October 26, 2020 

Chairman 

Public Waters Access Advisory Board 

11 Hazen Drive 

Concord NH 03302 

 

Dear Chairman Quarles:  

 

 Throughout 2019 the Department of Transportation actively participated as a member of the Public 

Waters Access Advisory Board (PWAAB). The Department has continued to monitor and provide our 

transportation expertise on various PWAAB related projects. 

 

• The Department has been able to provide transportation related insight to various surplus land reviews 

that were of interest to the PWAAB. When requests have been submitted for disposition of the 

Department’s surplus lands where a public water access interest exists, the Department has coordinated 

with the Board and considered recommendations from PWAAB related to the conditions for disposal of 

the property.  

 

• The Department has played an active role in investigating public water access issues pertaining to State 

Highway Right-of-Way. For example, when an existing access point on a private road on Rocky Pond in 

Loudon was eliminated, the Department began coordinating with the NH Fish and Game Department to 

evaluate if a Department owned parcel nearby was suitable for public water access. In the end that parcel 

was not suitable, but there is potential for other opportunities in the area.  

 

• The Department has also been able to provide transportation related insight to various projects that are 

active on the PWAAB project matrix as well as for projects not on the matrix but of interest to the 

board.   

 

• The Department has responded to inquiries, and facilitated sign installation where suitable, regarding 

installation and/or replacement of signs for public water access points on State Highways.  

 

• The Departments Division of Project Development investigates opportunities to improve access to 

public waters during the design process of our projects as well as through our regularly scheduled inter-

agency coordination meetings with various natural resource agencies. The Department’s Project 

Development staff have continued to coordinate with PWAAB, including regarding the Hinsdale Anna 

Hunt Island RTPW site, and have continued to incorporate PWAAB guidance into project design and 

mitigation for impacts to public access.  

 



 

 
 

 

• The Department also coordinated with the NH Fish and Game Department in 2019 to share additional 

RTPW files that were located by our Bureau of Right of Way, though most seem to be duplicates to 

those already in the NH Fish and Game Department files.  

 

 

The Department shares the goal of the Board to provide adequate access to public waters of our State 

and is glad to be a willing partner.  

 

       Respectfully Submitted,  

 

 

 

       Rebecca Martin 

       Senior Environmental Manager 
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