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PUBLIC WATER ACCESS ADVISORY BOARD 
MAY 3, 2021 MEETING MINUTES 

 

THE BOARD MET BY TELECONFERENCE DUE TO THE GOVERNOR’S 
CORONAVIRUS MEETING ORDERS/RESTRICTIONS. 

Members Present:  Thomas Quarles, Esq., Chairman (general public interest); Jim Gallagher 
(DES); Captain Timothy Dunleavy (DOS); Bill Gegas (DNCR); Rebecca Martin (DOT); Ken 
Gallager (NH OSI); Gary Clark (general public interest); Richard Smith (fishing interest); Gene 
Porter (power boat interest); Michele Tremblay (River Assoc. Interest); Michelle Davis 
(Designee for Tom O’Brien, Lake Assn. Interest); B. David Bryan (coastal/marine interest); 
Garret Graaskamp (Designee for Scott Mason, NHFG); Kris Harmon (Exec. Secretary). 

Members Absent or Excused:  Senator Ruth Ward; Senator Tom Sherman; Representative 
Roger Dontonville; Representative Chuck Grassie; R. Andrew Robertson (non-motorized 
boating); Scott Biron (hunting interest); Paul Van Blarigan, (Governor’s Commission on 
Disability); 

Guests or Public: William Lambert, State Traffic Engineer (DOT); Andrea Hodson, Harrisville 
Select Board Chair; Kathy Scott, Harrisville Select Board; George Colony; Pam Wilder; Barbara 
Watkins; Ted Braun; David Bly. 

************************************************************************************************************* 

MEETING CONVENED 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Quarles at 9:05 a.m.  The Chairman read the 
following statement: 

As Chair of the Public Water Access Advisory Board (PWAAB), I find that due to the State of 
Emergency declared by the Governor as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic and in accordance 
with the Governor’s Emergency Order #12 pursuant to Executive Order 2020-04, this public 
body is authorized to meet electronically.   

 
Please note that there is no physical location to observe and listen contemporaneously to this 
meeting, which was authorized pursuant to the Governor’s Emergency Order.  However, in 
accordance with the Emergency Order, I am confirming that we are: 
 
a) Providing public access to the meeting by telephone or video, with additional possibilities to 

submit public comment via e-mail at: Kristin.Harmon@wildlife.nh.gov or by sending 
comments to: NH Fish & Game Department, Attn: PWAAB, PO Box 417, New Hampton, 
NH 03256.  Comments will be accepted for three consecutive days after the May 3, 2021 
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PWAAB meeting.  All Comments received during the comment period will be compiled into 
the May 3, 2021 PWAAB Minutes.  

 
We are utilizing a video/audio webinar Internet platform for this electronic meeting.  All members 
of the PWAAB have the ability to communicate contemporaneously during this meeting through 
this platform.  The public also has access to contemporaneously listen to, and view the meeting 
proceedings through this platform.  No public comment time is scheduled for this meeting, 
however the Chairperson, at his/her sole discretion, may recognize members of the public to 
speak on any agenda item.  
 
b) Providing public notice of the necessary information for accessing the meeting: 

 
We gave notice to the public of the necessary information for accessing the meeting 
telephonically and/or by video streaming.  Instructions have been provided on the Fish and 
Game website on the PWAAB page at:  
 

https://www.wildlife.state.nh.us/access/meetings.html 
 
The instructions were also posted in the lobby of the Fish and Game headquarters, 11 Hazen 
Drive, Concord, NH.  
 
c) Providing a mechanism for the public to alert the public body during the meeting if there are 

problems with access:  
 
If anybody has such a problem, please call (603)-271-1748 or email: 
Garret.Graaskamp@wildlife.nh.gov. 

 
d) Adjourning the meeting if the public is unable to access the meeting: 
 
In the event the public is unable to access the meeting, the meeting will be adjourned and 
rescheduled. 
 
Please note that all votes taken during this meeting shall be done by roll call vote.   
 
The meeting starts by taking a roll call attendance.  Each member states their presence, and will 
also state whether there is anyone in the room with them during this meeting, which is required 
under the Right-to-Know law.   
 
Chairman Quarles then took a roll call for attendance.  Each member stated their presence and 
whether anyone was with them during the meeting.  Twelve voting members were in 
attendance, satisfying the quorum requirement (see attached Roster and Vote Tally Sheet). 

 

AGENDA ITEMS – Note: Text in bold denotes action items or motions. 

Agenda Item 1:  Approval of PWAAB Meeting Minutes – March 1, 2021 – The Chairman 

asked for any comments or corrections.  Michelle Tremblay made the motion to approve and 
Jim Gallagher seconded.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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Agenda Item 2:  Board memberships and re-appointments – Constituent group Board 

Members were reminded to get their resumes and letters of interest to the governor’s office so 
their renewal process can proceed.  Michelle Tremblay pointed out DES is bundling their folks’ 
applications to keep better track during the process and asked if this might be done for the 
constituent group folks through Fish and Game.  Garret Graaskamp will pursue this and get the 
information and contacts to those who need it. 

Agenda Item 3:  Proposed Legislation  

 HB 82 – re: amending conservation easements – This was retained in committee and 

is not expected to go forward this session. 

 HB 99 – re: seasonal platforms on public waters – It was amended to accommodate 

nesting platforms for loons (Loon Preservation Committee), construction projects (DOT 
and DES) or environmental studies (DES or DOT).  It was categorized as ought to pass 
with an anticipated effective date of January 1, 2022. 

 HB 115 – re: wake surfing – This came out of the House with amendment. .  It is 

anticipated to pass. Wake surfing will be regulated with regard personal safety 
equipment, legal hours of operation, etc., similar to requirements for water skiing. This 
bill does not include regulation of the boat itself. 

 HB 186 – re: PWAAB membership – Reduces the number of Senators to one.  This is 

expected to pass. 

 HB 229 – re: defining “wake boat” - This bill offered definitions being adapted across 

the nation, but had very little support in the legislature. Capt. Dunleavy believes this may 
be deemed inexpedient to legislate at this time, or bill supporters might be pausing to 
gather more information from other states before it goes forward.   

 HB 344 – re: temporary docks – This bill is moving towards passage.  The study 
committee was suspended due to Covid protocols, but is now getting reactivated. 

 HB 534 – re: municipal control and frozen water bodies – This was found 

inexpedient to legislate. 

 HB 571 – re: repealing OHRV prohibition on Hoit Road Marsh, Concord – This bill is 

retained in committee and is not expected to pass. 

 Other legislation from state agencies’ tracking lists - None were noted. 

Agenda Item 4:  Silver Lake, Harrisville, RTPW usage and parking issues – Wm. Lambert, 
State Traffic Engineer, DOT; Kathy Scott, member of Harrisville Select Board 

This issue came to the Board’s attention last year when the Harrisville Select Board contacted 
NH Fish & Game because use of the site on Breed Road along Silver Lake had surged in recent 
years.  A portion of the area is a Road to Public Waters Site (RTPW), which means the state 
purchased the land and constructed the site, while the Town is expected to maintain and 
operate it as public access for swimming, fishing, picnicking, as well as boating and winter uses.  
The Board viewed photos of many cars parked along Breen Road, folks sitting on the band of 
grassy area between the roadway and the water. 

Kathy Scott, a member of the Harrisville Select Board, explained the Town has established a 
committee charged with developing a parking plan to address safety issues. Residents in the 
area have expressed concern with the number of vehicles, and the way vehicles use the 
facilities on Breed Road (a Class 2 state highway), West Side Road, and Seaver Road (both 
town roads) which are all feeling the effects of congested traffic.  The committee intends to 
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present recommendations to town voters in the form of a warrant article in 2022.  The focus of 
their efforts is to develop a parking plan commensurate with the room available as a way to 
address the safety issues.  Their intent is not to re-design the area, but to determine the best 
use of what is there given the constraints of the site.  Using a map provided by the Town, dated 
April 2021, Ms. Scott pointed out vehicles using the boat launch have to back into the boat 
access and then utilize the two town roads for three-point turns to turn around, thereby blocking 
traffic.  Parking on the side of the road means car doors can open into lanes of traffic.  

Chairman Quarles suggested referring to original documents for the RTPW access since the 
property is not fully shown on this map.  His understanding of the RTPW property was it was not 
deep from the shoreline, but it was significantly wide along the shoreline.  He reminded 
attendees that while the focus of the town was on parking, the RTPW program focus does not 
favor one use for the public water over another, and seeks to maintain general public access.  
While towns often request use be restricted to town residents as an “easy” congestion remedy, 
RTPW sites must remain open to all.  The Chairman noted the sectioning of the waterfront on 
the map presented today (for swimming, fishing and boat access) to be useful and reflective of 
the numerous communications he has had with Harrisville representatives since last summer.  
He noted suggestions he offered for consideration included one or more crosswalks, swim lines 
and buoy markers to delineate different use areas; and establishing possible additional parking 
at a location to the east of the site. Chairman Quarles noted the allocation of single car parking 
and car/trailer parking, indicated by the light and dark green on the map, might need to be 
reallocated based on the proportional use at the site.  He reiterated the PWAAB’s availability as 
a resource to the Town and its study committee as they proceed in their work. 

Andrea Hodson, Chairman of the Harrisville Select Board, noted the map being used in this 
meeting does not include a view of the abutting landowners on the west side on Breed Road 
who have requested the Town or State to post the area “No Parking”.  They have asked the 
Select Board to act on their behalf regarding the safety issues with parking along the roadway, 
which she noted the Select Board was amenable to do.  Chairman Quarles noted parking 
outside of the RTPW property along Breed Road is under the control of the state which is 
generally responsible for parking along a state highway through the DOT.  His research into the 
matter shows there is a statute which gives discretion to the Commissioner of the DOT, but he 
found there are no regulations promulgated under that statute.   

Ms. Hodson summarized how the Select Board has responded to concerns since they were 
brought up by residents and abutters, and how the establishment of the Committee was 
anticipated to develop appropriate recommendations in the form of a warrant article by next 
year. She then referred to the Chairman’s comments regarding possible installation of floats or 
buoys and asked if that would be an extension of the boat ramp.  Chairman Quarles advised it 
was premature to discuss this, but when appropriate the Marine Patrol would provide input 
regarding the manner in which it should be done.  Capt. Dunleavy (DOS) noted an application 
by the town for buoys would certainly be entertained by the Marine Patrol, and explained how a 
swim line would actually restrict boat use where buoys do not, but added more information on 
the area would have to be considered for any detailed recommendations. Swim lines are 
permitted fifty feet from shore or six feet in depth, whichever is reached first.  In the case of 
expansive shallow shorelines, variances can be considered. 

The Chair asked for comments from any members of the public electronically attending the 
meeting.  George Colony, a Harrisville and Silver Lake resident, asked for clarification of the 
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RTPW property versus town property.  The Chairman gave his best estimate based on the map 
provided for the meeting, but noted for accuracy he would like to review the original paperwork 
dating to the site’s establishment.  The Chairman asked for comments from Board members. 

Bill Gegas, DNCR noted there were no markings for handicapped accessible parking.  Kathy 
Scott, Harrisville Select Board noted at the north edge of parking area, to the left of the boat 
launch area, there are two to three designated parking spaces for the handicapped, but she also 
noted the “beach” is actually large boulders with steps, and is difficult to access. 

Capt. Dunleavy, DOS, asked if the State’s right of way from Breed Road allows for parking 
along the side of the road.  Bill Lambert, State Traffic Engineer, DOT, explained there is no set 
of rules for a right of way that apply across the state.  There may be easement rights of way.  It 
is generally accepted that DOT is the authority but as this is a class 2 road, and historically DOT 
works with local authorities since they are generally the enforcing authority.  He explained that 
DOT has extremely limited authority and no ability to enforce regulations.  He further noted the 
number of “nuisance parking” violations near attractions has increased significantly in the last 
year or two, but has been trending upward for some time. Mr. Lambert advised DOT works with 
local municipalities to set up site specific regulations so law enforcement would be the best to 
provide input.  He also noted his experience was limited with regard to RTPW sites.  Chairman 
Quarles reiterated his commitment of the PWAAB’s expertise to the Town of Harrisville through 
the Committee looking at this site to keep the PWAAB Board apprised as the Town committee’s 
work progresses.   

Ken Gallagher asked if there was any kind of memorandum of agreement required between 
DOT and the town for this right of way, as is often the case between state parks and local law 
enforcement.  Chairman Quarles noted this is something to discuss in the future. 

Jim Gallagher explained DES owns the dam at that location, but he questioned the notation on 
the map that the culvert belonged to DES.  He also noted Seaver Road has parking for their 
trailers for lawn mowing, maintenance etc.  He noted their use is usually Monday thru Friday so 
if that parking is needed on weekends, it might be accommodated.   

George Colony asked Capt. Dunleavy if reserved parking for law enforcement or Marine Patrol 
was required.  Capt. Dunleavy responded that it is always welcome to have a parking spot for 
the Marine Patrol, or any state or local police with a trailer, but it is not required.   

Kathy Scott, Board of Selectmen, thanked the PWAAB for inviting them to this meeting to 
discuss the issue.  She responded to Jim Gallagher’s comment regarding the culvert, clarifying 
that her understanding was the culvert belonged to DES, though the property there did not.  She 
looked forward to the committee working with the PWAAB to find the best solution for the town 
of Harrisville. 

Agenda Item 5:  Dublin Lake, Dublin – new parking restrictions – T. Quarles  

Chairman Quarles noted this is the third access issue on Dublin Lake brought before the Board 
and recapped the history for current Board members.  Steve Baldwin, a lifelong resident of 
Dublin has been keeping this Board apprised of access issues on this lake for some time.  In 
2013 the town tried to eliminate non-resident use at the access at the southwest corner of the 
lake.  This was not a RTPW site, but property gifted to the town by a resident in 1961 specifying 
general public access to the site for boat launching, and a small beach.  The deed noted boats 
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with trailers historically parked on the town roadway or on a strip of land included in the gifted 
property. The PWAAB was brought in to discuss this with the Selectmen at the time, as the 
deed was pretty specific in permitting general public access. The matter was resolved without 
impeding general public access to the site.   

In 2020 a landowner on the southeast corner of the lake posted “No Trespassing” signage to 
reduce the number of vehicles parked for either swimming access at Brown’s Cove or access to 
the Pumpelly Trail to Mt. Monadnock, both sites being historically very popular.  Mr. Baldwin 
advised the Chair the property has been utilized for decades by many people; resident and non-
resident alike.  The PWAAB was contacted by Mr. Baldwin to see if the proposed restriction was 
legal.  PWAAB research showed the right-of-way width measurement taken by DOT went to the 
high water mark for the lake.  This overlap meant the landowner could not restrict use of that 
portion of his shorefront property.  Public access was thereby preserved.  

In March 2021, the Selectmen were approached by the Dublin Lake Preservation Society which 
proposed banning parking on the entire south shore side of Lake Road (from Pumpelly Trail, 
westerly to the public boat access, and north to Route 101).  There would be parking on the 
south side of Lake Road only, and no parking on the shore side of Lake Road for a stretch of 
about a mile.  There is already some prohibition of parking along parts of the south shore where 
they are proposing to move parking from the shore side of the road to the southern side. The 
existing prohibitions on the south side are in the vicinity of Brown’s Cove, the Pumpelly Trail and 
the public water access site.  The effect of this proposal would be to severely restrict access to 
Brown’s Cove and the Pumpelly Trail, and at the public access boat launch site.    

Another complicating factor at the boat launch site was the Town’s establishment of a no-
parking/fire lane which may be in contradiction with the deed gifting the property. The Chairman 
noted there is nothing in the deed which indicates the property was intended to provide 
municipal services.  The Chairman noted Mr. Baldwin was unable to attend today’s meeting to 
provide the Board with any other information but noted two newspaper articles had been 
provided to Board members as additional input. Chairman Quarles’ understanding is the town 
intends to proceed with the posting of the area later in May.  He feels it imperative the Board 
send a letter to the Town reminding them of the deed restrictions, particularly at the boat access 
site.  Further, he feels it important to point out to the Town that unless the existing prohibitions 
to parking across the street from the boat launch site and across from Brown’s Cove area are 
rescinded, the proposed parking restrictions would, in effect, eliminate public access.  The 
Chairman asked for any other comments before presenting two motions.  He also noted the 
parking access issue at Pumpelly Trail has been an issue for DRED for 10+ years since they 
first developed the current master plan for the Monadnock State Park.  He noted the best 
solution identified would be to purchase an additional property for off-road parking, or possibly 
re-route the trail slightly to accommodate parking.  Mr. Baldwin had mentioned, without naming 
names, that he was aware of at least one landowner in the vicinity who might be amenable to a 
property sale for such purpose.  The Chairman then asked Board members for any of their 
comments or questions. 

Bill Gegas (DNCR) forwarded this information to the Monadnock State Park Manager and 
Regional Supervisor.  He noted the State Park land does not extend fully to the Pumpelly Trail 
parking area on Lake Road  and noted it is a cooperative area with local landowners through the 
Greater Mount Monadnock Advisory Commission.  He did not know if this matter is on the 
Commission’s next agenda but the matter has been passed on to them.  The Chairman 
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asked if Mr. Gegas would like Mr. Baldwin to get in touch with him regarding the possible 
landowner offer.  Mr. Gegas said that would be fine and he would be happy to get the 
landowner in touch with the proper staff/representatives at the Monadnock Commission.  
There were no other comments offered by Board members. 

Chairman Quarles then presented two motions for the Board’s review to be provided in a letter 
to the Town of Dublin.  One addresses the boat access site, and the other addresses the 
Browns Cove/Pumpelly Trail site. The first motion was:  “The PWAAB reminds the Town of 
Dublin they must follow the deed of gift for the Dublin Lake Public Water Access site and that 
requires adequate parking to be provided.  The Town’s current plan to prohibit parking in front of 
the access site violates the deed.  The current ‘fire lane-no parking signs’ violate the deed as 
well.  Those signs should be removed.  No Parking signs on the other side on the side of Lake 
Road, called Mauran Road, should be removed.”  Chairman Quarles moved the motion, with a 
second by Gene Porter.  The role call vote was passed with  all present voting in favor of the 
motion.  

The Chairman made a second motion for the proposed letter regarding the Brown’s Cove 
access area and the Pumpelly Trail access site as follows:  “The current proposal to add ‘No 
parking’ signs to the shore side of Browns Cove, with the current ‘No Parking’ signs already on 
the other side of Lake Road, effectively prohibits public water access to Brown’s Cove; an 
important historic access site for the general public and users of the Pumpelly Trail. The 
PWAAB requests that parking on at least one side of Lake Road in the vicinity of Brown’s Cove 
be maintained.”   

The Chairman asked for any further discussion or questions.  Bill Gegas asked if the Pumpelly 
Trail area should be part of this, or should it be referred to the Advisory Commission.  Chairman 
Quarles noted it is the Browns Cove water access which is of concern in this motion on behalf of 
the general public and for users of the Pumpelly Trail who also utilize Browns Cove.  Mr. Gegas 
agreed and had no further questions. The Chairman moved the motion and Gary Clark 
seconded.   Garret Graaskamp advised he had to leave the meeting, but he voted in the 
affirmative for the second motion.  The vote was unanimous among those present.  

Agenda Item 6:  New Virginia law charging boaters for river access – Garret Graaskamp  

This item was tabled due to Mr. Graaskamp having to leave the meeting. 

Agenda Item 7:  Souhegan River, Merrimack, Watson Park – Bill Gegas 

Mr. Gegas advised he was unable to visit the site or contact the town.  He advised this is still 
to be done, but asked it be tabled for now.  Mr. Gegas advised it should be addressed in 
the next couple of weeks.  The Chairman noted his comment for the record that any closure of 
a site should truly be for public safety issues and not to discriminate against non-residents.  Mr. 
Gegas advised he planned to check the fencing and other aspects of the Town’s actions versus 
the rules which are part of the funding.  He explained the situation at this site was similar to 
many towns during the pandemic.  As a popular swimming area, the town has been 
overwhelmed with the pressures placed on the area.  Many towns or recreational departments 
facing similar pressure on their outdoor venues sometimes react without regard to the need to 
keep these sites accessible by the general public as well as local residents.  

Agenda Item 8:  Baker River, Rumney, DOT’s surplus rest area – Rebecca Martin. 
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The Chairman was pleased to announce that after years of discussion regarding the rest area 
on Route 25, the Town was moving ahead with purchase or acquisition of the property.  The 
Chairman noted in his discussion with Rebecca Martin he was made aware DOT wanted to 
modify the restrictive deed language suggested by the Board regarding protecting public access 
to the river.  The gist of the discussion was the Board’s suggestion that so many parking spaces 
be dedicated to town residents, with the balance being open to the general public.  DOT did not 
want to be that specific and proposed the wording: “The Town of Rumney and their successors 
of title will agree this property will remain open to the general public for recreational purposes 
and parking as deemed appropriate by the grantor [“grantor” meaning DOT, not the Town].  
Such uses shall include but are not limited to shore bank fishing and boat access to the Baker 
River.”  The Chairman suggested to Ms. Martin that the deed wording could be altered to 
“deemed reasonable and appropriate”.  He commented that the DOT wording does achieve 
the Board’s goal of preserving access to this area for recreational purposes. 

Rebecca Martin (DOT) reported she had followed up with Adam Smith in the Bureau of Right of 
Way.  It has apparently been approved by DOT’s Long Range group pending finalization of the 
deed wording.  She noted she also asked for clarification in the wording regarding “grantor” as 
often in such documents it can refer to one party at the start of the document and be less clear 
by the end of the document.  The Chairman noted the Grantor is clearly the DOT in this 
wording, but he noted her concern was the case a number of years ago in Enfield regarding a 
parking area on the north shore right in downtown where the rail trail came in.  That deed 
wording did allow DOT to retain control of how much parking would be available for the general 
public.  Ms. Martin did recall that situation and will access the info and bring that example 
up to Mr. Smith.  There were no further comments from the Board. 

Agenda Item 9:  Saco River, Conway – Town’s proposed parking fees at town access 
sites – Bill G. 

Mr. Gegas did touch base with the Conway Town Manager.  The town has moved forward 
without any review by DOT because they were unaware of the federal restrictions.  There is 
nothing referring to the fees on the town’s web site as this has just recently been developed.  
Mr. Gegas’s understanding is the Town is charging a $20 per vehicle per day fee for parking 
which is transferrable between any of three sites for the same day.  The sites are the Smith-
Eastman Landing off Meeting House Hill Road, Davis Park and the First Bridge parking area, 
with hours of applicability from 7 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Residents will be able to get a sticker so the fee 
will be for non-residents only.  Mr. Gegas noted more clarity is needed on any federal 
requirements applicable, particularly with the First Bridge area which he believed is 
encumbered.  He noted there will be some discussion regarding whether the $20 fee can 
be considered reasonable or if it is excessive.  He did advised the Town Manager there 
will be a review.   

The Board members then discussed fees charged at private, Town owned and state sites 
(including those with federal funding) around the state.  The Chairman expressed concern that 
when a $20 fee is charged for non-residents and residents are free, it is reasonable to ask if it is 
discriminatory.  Michelle Tremblay stated she would like more information on fees charged 
around the state before making a decision on whether any dollar amount was reasonable or not.  
Fees charged by the White Mountain National Forest were also touched on.  The kind of 
facilities and services offered or unavailable at various sites would shape determination of 
reasonableness. Mr. Gegas advised he would ask the Town to explain what expenses and 
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factors brought them to the $20 per day fee.  Ken Gallagher and Bill Gegas were asked to 
gather more information for the Board for further discussion of this matter. 

Agenda Item 10:  Lake levels fluctuation and dams – Jim Gallagher and Michelle Davis 

This item was kicked off by a NH Lakes Association link to a local newspaper article on Spofford 
Lake in Chesterfield, N.H. and drought conditions last summer.  Jim Gallagher gave a 
presentation regarding lake levels and drawdowns around the state.  He noted there were a 
total of 278 state dams of which 111 are owned by DES and 100 are owned by Fish and Game.  
Most of these have lake level drawdowns of between 1 to 3 feet to accommodate room for 
spring runoff and snow melt, but there are a handful of water bodies with changes of up to 8 or 9 
feet.  Public notices of fifty of these drawdowns are published each year.  He noted other 
reasons for drawdowns include shoreline damage and property damage prevention.  Ice-out in 
March and April are generally when they try to get lake levels up to full capacity.  Drawdowns 
are generally started around Columbus Day to minimize impacts to wildlife which are getting 
ready to hibernate and for fish spawning considerations.  Loons returning to the state are also 
factor in to decision making.  A big purpose of the water level control on the large lakes is 
recreational use.  Hydropower, waste treatment facilities are also a major considerations.  Lake 
level investigations are the result of ten property owners on the body of water petitioning, or the 
Attorney General’s office can request it, or DES can make a decision to investigate.  Public 
Hearings, surveys and examination for effects on fishing, navigation, and ecological effects to 
riparian areas or erosion and damages are determined in these investigations.   

Regarding Spofford Lake in 2020, the selectmen did decide to reduce the lake level three 
inches lower than had been previously used.  Mr. Gallagher noted some effects like shoreline 
erosion are effected by the size of boats now appearing on lakes compared to years ago.  A 
three inch reduction in spring can mean 18 inches by Labor Day on some lakes, like 
Winnipesaukee. 

Gene Porter asked if horsepower limits on waters are due to shoreline damage.  He was 
advised there are a number of waters with horsepower limits, but it was difficult to say if any 
were specific to shoreline erosion.  Capt. Dunleavy concurred, noting speed limits and 
horsepower limits are usually for safety reasons, and noted that with boats having larger hull 
displacement, reducing speed actually increases the size of wakes and can potentially be more 
damaging to shorelines. 

Mr. Gallagher will be providing a broader presentation on dams and lake levels to the NH Lakes 
Association on June 16th at 7:00 p.m. which will be open to the public.  Michelle Davis advised 
she will make the information available in the chat room for any board members who would like 
to register for the event. 

Agenda Item 11:  2020 Annual Reports – Fish and Game – Garret G. 

Because Mr. Graaskamp had to leave the meeting, this item was tabled.  The Chairman 
encouraged board members with any questions or comments to contact Mr. Graaskamp directly 
since the Board will not be meeting again until the fall. 

Agenda Item 12:  Fish and Game site development matrix – Garret G. 



10 

 

Because Mr. Graaskamp had to leave the meeting, this item was tabled.  The Chairman 
encouraged board members with any questions or comments to contact Mr. Graaskamp directly 
since the Board will not be meeting again until the fall. 

Public Comment will be accepted by email or letter for 3 consecutive days post meeting. 

 

Other Business:  There was none. 

Chairman Quarles made a motion to adjourn at noon.  Without objection the motion was 
passed unanimously. 

 
 
 



 Meeting:  PWAAB 

 Date:         May 3, 2021 Quorum:  11 

Voting Member: 

Present, Absent, or 
Advised in Advance 
Unable to Attend 

VOTE 1 
Yes / No 

VOTE 2 
Yes / No 

VOTE 3 
Yes / No 

VOTE 4 
Yes / No 

VOTE 5 
Yes / No 

VOTE 6 
Yes / No 

VOTE 7 
Yes / No 

1 Thomas Quarles, Esq., Chair, General Public Interest Present Y Y Y 

2 Scott R. Mason, NH Fish and Game Absent 

3 Senator Tom Sherman Absent 

4 Senator Ruth Ward Absent 

5 Representative Roger Dontonville Absent 

6 Representative Chuck Grassie Absent 

7 Jim Gallagher, NH DES Present Y Y Y 

8 Capt. Timothy Dunleavy, NH DOS Present Y Y Y 

9 Vasilios (Bill) Gegas, NH DNCR Present Y Y Y 

10 Rebecca Martin, NH DOT Present Y Y Y 

11 Ken Gallager, NH OSI Present Y Y Y 

12 Paul Van Blarigan, Governor’s Commis. On Disability Absent 

13 Gary Clark, General Public Interest Present Y Y Y 

14 R. Andrew Robertson, Non-motorized Boating Absent 

15 Richard Smith, Fishing Interest Present Y Y Y 

16 
                                         Michelle Davis – didn’t vote 
Tom O’Brien, Lake Association Interest Unable to Attend 

17 Gene Porter, Power Boat Interest Present Y Y Y 

18 B. David Bryan, Coastal / Marine Interest Present Y Y Y 

19 Michele Tremblay, River Association Interest Present Y Y Y 

20 Scott Biron, Hunting Interest Absent 

 Garret Graaskamp (NHFG Alternate designee) Present Y Y Y 

 Michelle Davis (Lakes Assoc. Alternate designee) Present 

 Kris Harmon, Executive Secretary Present 

 Public 1:  Kathy Scott – Selectboard - Harrisville Vote #: Vote description / reference 

 Public 2:  Andrea Hudson – Selectboard – Harrisville Vote 1: March 1, 2021 Minutes:  Tremblay moved; Jim G. seconded; approved 

 Public 3:  William Lambert – DOT Traffic Division Vote 2: Dublin Lake – 1st Motion:  TQ moved; Gene P. seconded; approved 

 Public 4 Vote 3: Dublin Lake – 2d Motion:  TQ moved; Gary Clark seconded; approved 

 Public 5 Vote 4: Adjournment:  passed by consensus 

 Public 6 Vote 5: 

 Public 7 Vote 6: 


