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The students of the Mo-

nadnock region of New 

Hampshire are fortunate 

to have a volunteer like 

Eric Swope to teach 

them the value of healthy 

watersheds. His work at 

the Keene Wastewater 

Treatment Plant puts him 

front and center in protect-

ing the quality of the local 

water. Swope puts his work 

experience to practical use 

by sponsoring volunteer 

activities that teach the stu-

dents how to keep the local 

rivers clean for the fish that live there. For 

over ten years, he has been a great partner 

with New Hampshire Fish and Game and 

the Monadnock Chapter of Trout Unlim-

ited in making the Trout in the Classroom 

program available to seven schools. 

“With his enthusiasm and willingness 

to organize, he makes my job easier. He 

knows his community well and can find 

all the best trout fry release sites,” said 

N.H. Fish and Game Watershed Education 

Specialist Judy Tumosa. “He is always 

willing to troubleshoot tank problems and 

is available for classroom presentations.” 

“Watching Eric is to see learning in 

Watershed Education Program Volunteer Eric Swope

action,” said Trout Unlimited partner Mike 

Elkavitch. “Eric explains the meaning of 

clean habitats to the classrooms, hopefully 

instilling a life-long commitment to the 

environment.” 

Swope also involves schools in the 

“Connecticut River Source-to-Sea” river 

cleanup, organizes annual water quality 

testing days, schedules electrofishing 

demonstrations with N.H. Fish and Game 

fisheries biologists, and is always willing 

to try new projects with new schools. 

“The best part of Eric’s quiet dedication 

is that he never expects the recognition that 

he so richly deserves,” said Tumosa.

Eric Swope prepares students for a water quality and macroinver-
tebrate study of the brook where they will release their trout as 
part of the Trout in the Classroom program.

By Gail Huntting, Wildlife Heritage Foundation 
of New Hampshire Administrator

Did you know that you can donate used fish-

ing gear or firearms to benefit the Wildlife 

Heritage Foundation of New Hampshire? If 

you have fishing gear collecting dust, the 

Foundation will gladly take your unwanted

items, evaluate them and give you a dona-

tion receipt, and then sell them at Discover 

WILD New Hampshire Day. For high-end 

rods, reels or lures, the Foundation will have

nationally acclaimed Lang’s Auction, Inc.,

appraise your items and place them in one of

their auctions. 

For firearms that are no longer used, 

the Foundation has joined with Amoskeag

Auction Company, Inc., a long-established

specialty firearms company that is known 

as one of the major firearms auction houses 

in the world. The Foundation will arrange 

for Amoskeag to evaluate and auction your

firearms. 

It’s easy to donate! 

Just call the Founda-

tion office at (603) 

496-2778 and we will

review the programs

with you. If your items

are going to one of the

auction houses, they will send you a donor 

pledge card, and then contact you for an 

appraisal and to arrange for the sale of your 

items. You can choose to donate all the pro-

ceeds to the Foundation, or split the proceeds 

between yourself and the Foundation. 

So why not clean out, pass it on and let 

others enjoy your unused equipment, all the 

while supporting the Foundation and N.H. 

Fish and Game! All proceeds go directly to 

the Foundation in support of Fish and Game’s 

critical educational, conservation, wildlife and 

law enforcement programs that are important 

to preserving New Hampshire’s quality of 

outdoor life for generations to come. 

The Wildlife Heritage Foundation of New 

Hampshire is a non-profit 501(c)(3) corpora-

tion, and your donation may be tax deductible 

as allowed by law. Learn more about the work 

of the Foundation at nhwildlifeheritage.org.

Help the Foundation: “Spring Clean” Your Unused Firearms or Fishing Gear!




