It was a good year for Karner blue butterflies

Industries celebrated Earth Day by planting
seeds to grow 250 wild blue lupine, the sole
food source for the caterpillar, and transplanted them to the easement. The company
has allowed Fish and Game and the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service, along with PSNH,
to manage the right of way for the past two
decades. This collaborative effort will more
than double the amount of available habitat.
Mowing to increase grassy openings and
more lupine planting were completed, along
with surveys to determine how the butterfly is
responding to the conservation effort.
Praxair/TAFA contributed funds to
purchase supplies for the Kids for Karners
program. They also provided funding for
an insect growth chamber that will be used
to increase efficiency of the captive rearing

and Pine Barrens habitat restoration. Captive
breeding in the lab generated 889 Karner pupa
that were sent to New York to support restoration efforts in the Albany Pine Bush, and 971
adult butterflies were bred in captivity and
released in N.H. A total of 2,600 eggs were
collected and safely stored for the winter,
which will provide the first brood of Karners
in the captive rearing facility next year.
Biologists monitored the Concord Pine
Barrens for wild Karner blue butterflies, as
well as state-endangered frosted elfin butterflies. Efforts to restore habitat on the pine
barrens included a prescribed burn in the
spring and 300 wild blue lupine plants grown
and planted by students in the Concord School
District – the 15th year of the Kids for Karners
program.
Habitat restoration continued for the second
year on property owned by Praxair/TAFA
Industries, near the conservation area. This
once was the last known location of Karner
blue butterflies in New England. This private/
public partnership is a leading example of how
organizations can work together in conservation efforts. The project has resulted in an
additional ten acres of habitat, with over 1,300
wild blue lupine and nectar plants available
to support the state and federally endangered
Karner blue butterfly and a suite of other pine
barrens-associated species.
Last spring, employees from Praxair/TAFA
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Karner Blues Benefit from Public/Private Partnership

Praxair/TAFA employees work with biologist
Brett Ferry (left) to plant wild lupine.
program, an effort supported in part by the
Wildlife Heritage Foundation of N.H. The
rearing program is the largest for the species
across the range, providing butterflies to both
New Hampshire and New York, with laboratory facilities located on the N.H. Army
National Guard State Military Reservation.

Volunteer Spotlight
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State Senator John Reagan (right) of Deerfield
was presented with the Octave Delude Award
by Fred Shepherd of the N.H. Trappers Association in September for his support of their
legislative efforts. This award is presented to
an individual, business, or organization that has
shown considerable support for the trappers.
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