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By John Viar, Fisheries Biologist

Don Miller, longtime Large 
Lakes Fisheries Biologist,  
retired in June, culminating 
nearly 40 years of service with 
N.H. Fish and Game. Miller 
served under no less than ten 
Executive and/or Acting Direc-
tors and witnessed the original 
Fish and Game Headquarters 
at Bridge Street burn to the 
ground in 1984.  

His journey began back in 
June 1972, when Miller white-
knuckle commuted with his 
350-Suzuki motorcycle all the 
way from Sanbornton to Twin 
Mountain Hatchery, where 
he was a seasonal stocking crew member. 
Wayne Holden was the Superintendent.  

In December 1976, Miller was offered a 
full-time position with the New Hampton 
Hatchery, which he eagerly accepted from 
Dick Seamans (Chief of Fisheries) – quite 
literally pulling the job-acceptance paper-
work from Dick’s hand.

Miller and several other “budding  
biologists” (e.g. John Nelson, Steve Perry, 
Sandy Falicon) were afforded the opportu-
nity of a lifetime from 1980 to 1985, when 
the Coastal Energy Impact Program hired a 
wave of biologists to study oil spill impacts 
upon Great Bay. 

From 1985 to 2015, Miller returned to 
his beloved freshwater lakes, including 
Lake Winnisquam, where he essentially 
“grew up fishing” at his aunt’s camp, now 
his residence. He was promoted to biologist 
within the Inland Fisheries Division and has 
served as Large Lakes Fisheries Biologist 
since 1990. Can there be a more reward-
ing, fulfilling career than returning to work 
on the very waters that spawned the initial 
passion?  

Tremendous progress was made on New 
Hampshire’s large lakes during this era, 
thanks to the efforts of Miller and Steve 
Perry, further refining both coldwater (lake 
trout, landlocked salmon, rainbow smelt) 
and warmwater (particularly smallmouth 
bass) fisheries management. Initiatives 
that are sometimes taken for granted today 
– such as the catch-and-release season for 
spawning bass – were the direct result of 
sound scientific efforts, including Miller’s 
seminal work on Lake Winnipesaukee’s 
nesting smallmouth bass from 1990-1993.  

We wish Don all the best for a happy 
and healthy retirement, and take pleasure in 
knowing he will be able to spend more time 
fishing and hunting during prime times.

A Lakes Legend 
Retires

We’ll Miss You, Don!
Don Miller, say it ain’t so! Boy, am I 

going to miss your articles! When I was 
just a lad of 10 or 12, I used to anxiously 
await the arrival of my subscription to 
Field & Stream magazine each month and 
then devour it and beg my Dad to take 
me fishing. Now, in my mid-fifties, I still 
anxiously await the arrival of your fishing 
e-mail reports, along with the other con-
tributors, in my inbox and try to read every 
“byte.” Then I take my son (now 15) out 
in the boat, trying different spots and see 
what we can catch! Thank you for all the 
wonderful articles, insight, advice and tips!

– Stephen Bazzocchi, Merrimack, N.H.

(Above) Fisheries biologist Don Miller works 
one of his favorite details, netting salmon on 
Squam Lake. At right, he strips salmon eggs 
from Lake Winnipesaukee, to be raised in the 
Powder Mill Hatchery for continuation of the 
salmon program. Miller retired in June after 
nearly 40 years with N.H. Fish and Game.
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